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lRe\Jiews. 

BACTERIAL DISEASES ·OF RESPIRATION AND VACCINES IN THEIR TREATMENT. 
By R. W. Allen. London: H. K. Lewis, 1913. Pp. x and 236. 
Price 6s. net. 

A good deal of the matter contained in this volume has already 
appeared in serial form in the Journal of Vaccine Therapy. The work 
commences with a general account of the bacteriology of respiratory 
diseases, and of the technique which the author recommend.s for its 
" elucidation." Some interesting statistics are given of the frequency 
with which various organisms are found in coughs and colds, the 
principal ones being Bacilltts influenz{l3, Pneumococcus, Micrococcus 
catarrhalis, B. septus and Streptococci; the writer shows how· the pre
vailing type varies from year to year according to the epidemic present 
at the moment. The chapters on treatment commence with some 
observations on the necessity for remedying gross defects such as 
adenoids, &c., before attempting vaccine therapy; in this we agree, but 
we do not hold with his recommendation of the routine use of the nasal 
douche, which not uncommonly by itself serves to produce or keep up a 
chronic catarrh. With regard to doses Dr. Allen recommends those 
which produce a definite reaction. In our experience one can usually get 
good results without increasing the patient's discomfort, and it is doubtful 
if many patients of the earning classes would care, in the case of a cold 
at any rate, to submit to the increased inconvenience which high doses 
produce. The charts of the chest, which the author shows in connection 
with his chapter on acute bronchitis, are a distinct improvement on the 
old~r forms; they give much more room for the record and can be read 
more easily. . 

In the chapter on phthisis Dr. Allen lays great stress on the necessity 
for dealing with the mixed infection when it is present. There is no doubt 
that by using a vaccine of the complicating organism one can very often 
bring a rapidly advancing hectic case into a manageable condition. 
With tuberculin, as with other vaccines, Dr. Allen aims at producing a 
reaction, mild maybe, but still reaction, and he scoffs at any idea of 
mobilizing the tubercle bacillus. Our experience with guinea· pigs is 
that high doses of tuberculin will produce extension of the disease and 
that the extension is proportionate to the dose. The matter is one which 
will have to be put to the test of statistics in the end; these are hard to. 
get, but it seems unlikely that the best method of administering tuber
culin will be determined in any other way. Dr. AlIen's book is written 
by a practical worker and an enthusiast. It will be read with interest 
and profit by all those who are engaged in the practice of vaccine 
therapy. W. S. H. 

LESSONS ON ELEMENTARY HYGIENE AND SANITATION WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE 'ro THE TROPICS. By W. T. Prout, C.M.G., M.B., C.M. 
(Edin.). Third edition, J. and A. Churchill, 1913. Price 2s. 6d. 
net. 

This little work is arranged as fourteen lessons, which have been 
compiled from.il. series of lectures given by the author and form an 
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elementary text-book for the use of schools in the Tropics. The aim has 
been more especially to deal with the sanitary problems of tropical life, 
and for this purpose these lessons will undoubtedly have their use. . 

The lessons are written in a pleasant, conversational style and impress 
the reader with the individuality and experience of the author. For 
a small book the illustrations aud diagrams are lavish; remarkably good, 
and well chosen. 

Several of the lessons are devoted to elementary physiology, which is 
to he commended in works of this nature, as it forms a sound basis for 
the study of hygiene. 

The lessons concerning the causes of disease and those on the animal 
parasites are so clear and well arranged that anyone quite unacquainted 
with the subject will find no difficulty in acquiring a sound and profitable 
knowledge. 

The author is to be congratulated on placing the results of scientific 
work in a popular and easily understood form, an achievement which is 
generally allowed to be somewhat difficult. 

W.W.O.B. 

MALINGERING AND FEIGNED SICKNESS. By Sir' John Collie, M.D., J.P. 
London: Arnold, 1913. Pp. 340. 8vo. 44 illustrations. Price 
10s. 6d. net. 

In this book Sir John Collie has embodied the experience gained 
during many years as medical referee on workmen's compensation cases. 
The work is written with a view to assisting medical men in civil practice 
who have to decide whether a workman is really suffering to the extent 
which he claims as a result of some trade injury. 

The chapters on medical examination contain much sound advice and 
many useful hints; these should be studied by every young medical 
officer. Many cases are quoted in full to illustrate various points, and 
although these mostly refer to claims for compensation in civil cases, 
still a perusal of them may materially assist a medical officer in deciding 
the constantly recurring problems, as to when a man, who has suffered 
some injury, is fit to return to duty, or as to whether a patient should be 
invalided out of the service or not. . 

This book may be regarded as a classic on feigned disease, and is 
practically the only book of its kind in English; it should prove of great 
assistance to all R.A.M.C. officers. 

C. E. P. 

CHLORIDE OF LIME IN SANITATION. By Albert H. Hooker, Technical 
Director, Hooker Electrochemical Company. New York: John 
WHey and Sons, 1913. Pp. v. and 231. I 

The research department of the Hooker Electrochemical Company 
have collected in this book all the data relating to the use of chloride of 
lime in sanitation. The first part of the book shows how this inexpensive 
chemical is one of the most valuable and economical agents available for 
the protection, in various ways, of the public health. Each chapter deals 
with a different problem of sanitation illustrating the advantage of using 
chloride of lime in each case. The second part of the' book contains 
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abstracts of the various books and papers dealing with the use of chloride 
of lime, and by means of these the subject can be traced further to the 
original sources of information. 

A perusal of this book would amply repay anyone who requires 
information as to the various uses of chloride of lime, more especially in 
connexion with the purification of water, and the disinfection of sewage, 
as the information herein detailed would be otherwise difficult of access. 

The subject matter is well put together and written in the vigorous 
American style, while the chapter of abstracts forms a valuable table of 
reference. H. B. F. 

NOTES ON SANITATION FOR REGIMENTAL SANITARY ORDERLIES AND OTHER 
N.C.Os. AND MEN. By Assistant-Surgeon V. J. Lopez, Indian 
Subordinate Medical Department. Madras: Higginbotham and Co., 
1912. Pp. iv. and 66. Price Is. net. 

This little book, arranged in si~ chapters, gives in simple and non
technical language the general principles of disease prevention. It is 
written on the lines of the old official manual of sanitation, but though 
arranged in much the same way it does n.ot cover quite so much ground 
and is not so clearly put. Several points of importance to 'sanitary 
orderlies have been omitted, e.g., a paragraph on the. life history and 
breeding habits of flies· would have been a useful addition. The few 
sketches illustrating the text are somewhat crude, but fulfil their purpose .. 
The book presents many points in sanitation, which should be assimilated 
by all N.C.Os. and men, and should serve as a useful guide for sanitary 
orderlies in carrying out their duties. 

H. B. F . 

• 

<tllrrent 1tterature. 

Culture of Malarial Parasites.-Gurko and Hamburger (Zeitsch. f. 
Hyg. u. Inf., May, 1913, p. 248) withdrew 10 C.c. of blood from the 
veins of a boy suffering from malaria contracted at Schagali, a malarious 
district on the Trans-Caucasian Railway. After centrifuging, they mixed 
2 C.c. of the serum with io C.c. of 50 per cent glucose solution and then 
placed carefully at the bottom of the tube 1\ C.C. of the red corpuscles. 

The venesection was performed just 'before the onset of pyrexia; ring 
forms, and crescents only were present. In the cultures numerous 
merozoites were found, making it cleaJ," that schizogeny had taken place 
in the test tube. The second and third subcultures showed multiplication 
of the parasites, but in the fourth they had disappeared. 

C. B. 

Laboratory Typhoid Infection Averted by Yaccine.-Vincent and 
Haibe (Comptes Rendus de la Societe de Biologie, May 16, 1913, p. 998) 
report an instance in which a laboratory attendant sucked into his mouth 
It c.C. of a thick emulsion of the living typhoid bacillus; two days later 
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