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A CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. , 
By ASSISTANT-SURGEON P. BELL. 

Indian' Subordinate Medical D~partment .. 

LANCE-CORPORAL W. G., aged 24, service six years and four months, 
(Wireless) Signal Company, Sappers and Miners, was admitted to hospital 
at 7.45 a.m. on April 10, 1913. 

Previous History.-There was no history of previous illness or of any 
dog bite. Four or five months ago in Roorkee a mad dog had run through 
the Company's camp, but no men or dogs were known to have been bitten. 
A week previous to the patient's illness two of the Company's dogs had 
died suddenly half an hour after eating a large meal. They had shown 
no signs of illness previously and the belief was that they had been 
poisoned. The patient had carried these dogs out of the lines after 
they died. 

Condition on Admission.-The patient complained of "fever." His 
temperature was 99° F. On being given a dose of diaphoretic mixture he 
seemed to choke, and then stated that on that morning he had tried to 
drink some soda-water and choked each time he attempted to do so, and 
that was his real reason for reporting sick. 

During the day the spasms became more frequent, but his mind was 
perfectly clear, and he said that if only he could get rid of the choking 
sensation he would be all right. He was extremely thirsty, but the very 
sight of liquid set up a spasm of the pharynx and respiratory muscles. 
He was, however, able to walk about the ward, and even ate a slice of dry 
bread at 3.30 p.m. ; morphia ~ gr. was given at 5 p.m., but had no sedative 
effect whatever. 

From 6 p.m. onwards he got rapidly worse. The spasms were 
brought on by the mere mention of water and by the sight of any 
stranger entering the ward. At 10 p.m_ he was in great distress, and in 
his convulsions he fiung himself off the bed and could hardly be restrained 
by three mEmo At 2 a.m. on the 11th he knew that he was dying and 
shook hands with those attending on him. He began to spit and vomit, 
and struggled for breath. A small quantity of chloroform was administered 
by Captain Trafford, LM.S. This quieted the spasms and the patient 
died about 3 a.m. 

The case is interesting on account of the obscurity with which the 
source of infection is surrounded. The most careful. inquiries have 
failed to elicit any information as to the deceased having, had anything 
to do with a rabid dog at any time. 
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