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GUNSHOT WOUND OF THE FACE. 

By MAJOR A. M. MACLAUGHLIN. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

THE following short description of an uncommon injury, caused by a 
Service pattern rifle, may be of interest to officers of the corps. 

At 11 p.m. on May 4, Private C., of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers, was 
brought to hospital suffering from what appeared to be a large incised 
and lacerated wound of the face, presenting the appearance as if a bayonet 
or similar instrument had been thrust upwards through the upper lip in 
the middle line, completely splitting the lip and nose and cutting a deep 
cleft in the forehead as far as the hair. The soft tissues of the cheeks 
were torn from the bones for a distance of about an inch on each side, 
so that each with about one half of the nose fell outwards at the side, 
leaving a gaping wound measuring about four inches across its deepest 
and widest part, about six inches long, and giving a clear view into 
the posterior nares. Blood was oozing freely from all portions of the 
wour:;d, but there was no arterial hffimorrhage. On closer inspectiou and 
on wiping away some blood, it was found that a portion of the under 
surface of the upper lip was blown away, leaving charred edges, also the 
nasal septum and portions of the nasal bones, and that a groove had 
been cut in the frontal bone. Chloroform was administered and the edges 
of the wound were brought together with silkworm-gut sutures, using 
both superficial and deep ones. Except for a little sloughing in the under 
portion of the upper lip where the bullet entered, the entire length of the 
wound healed by primary union. A large sinus remained for some days 
between the anterior portion of the mouth and the nasal cavities, where 
the soft tissues had been torn away from the bones, but this afterwards 
closed by granulation. Except for an irregular linear scar, practically the 
only external deformity now existing is some widening and flattening of 
the bridge of the nose, and the anterior nares are also somewhat con
tracted and distorted, owing to the septum having been blown away and 
the soft parts in consequence collapsing. The wound was a self-inflicted 
one, and it would appear that he found the rifle too long to place the 
muzzle inside his front teeth and at the same time keep his finger upon 
the trigger. It is also of interest to note that holding the rifle as he 
did and in order at the same time to pull the trigger with his finger, it 
was necessary to throw his head backwards, otherwise I fear that the 
injuries would not have required any surgical treatment. Amongst other 
interesting points in this case may be mentioned: (1) The small amount of 
charring, though the muzzle of the rifle must have been practically touch
ing the lip; (2) the rapid healing of the wound, showing how little the 
vitality of the tissues was impaired; and (3) the fact that the wound had, 
on first inspection, more the appearance of an incised one with lacerated 
edges, such as might be caused by a blunt cutting weapon, than one 
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caused by the explosive action of a Service rifle discharged while practi
cally toucqing the part. 

I am indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel C. A. Lane, R.A.M.C., Officer 
Commanding Station Hospital, Madras, for his permission to publish 
these notes. 

THE PROPHYLACTIC USE OF QUININE. 
By LIEUTENANT-CO.LONEL H. N. THOMPSON. 

Royal Army Medical Oorps. 

IN order to test the value of quinine as a malaria prophylactic, some 
experiments were carried out in the garrison of Lucknow during the years 
1910 and 1911. During the year 1912 quinine was only given to meb. 
known to be infected. The results of these experiments are given in the 
following notes, extracted from the annual return of the station. It was 
noted that when quinine was regularly administered, towards the end 
of the season, a large number of the men became limp and languid and 
quite Unfit for any hard exercise. 

From June 15 to October 31, 1910, quinine prophylaxis was carried 
out systematically among the British troops in Lucknow, 5-gr. doses every 
second day being given to each man in the garrison, with the exception 
of one company of each infantry battalion which was exempted in order 
to act as a control. 

The attached table shows the incidence of all fevers, by squadrons and 
companies, during the above mentioned period, enteric and paratyphoid 
fever alone being excluded. The O.C. Station Hospital specially requested 
that he should not be informed which, companies were not receiving 
quinine in order that he might preserve a perfectly open mind when 
admitting men for fever. As it skirts the lines and Sudder Bazaar, the 
old Haidar Ali Canal still remains. the principal source of malaria, any 
of its large stagnant pools being a sure find for anopheles larVffi. The 
attached table tends to show that, at any rate i~ a mild malaria season 
such as the one just passed, prophylactic quinine is of little or no value, 
the incidence of cases among the exempted companies not being above 
the average. 

There can be no question as to the regular administration of the 
quinine, as this was carried out under the direct supervision of company 
officers, who took a great interest in the subject. 

There were 140 admissions during 1911. This includes the whole 
year. Blood smears were examined in all cases of fever, and proved 
positive in the majority of those diagnosed malaria. Prophylactic quinine, 
with the accompaniment of sulphate of magnesia, was given to the troops 
from August 11 to November 11, with the exception of the King's Own 
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