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'Ulntteb Ser\?ices IDebical Soctet)? 

THE first meeting of the Session 1913-14 was held in the library 
of the Royal Army Medical College on October 9, 1913. 

Colonel Skinner, the President for the Session, gave an address 
in which he enlarged upon the valuable educational work done by 
the Society. He pointed out that the discussions were particularly 
instructive to officers, living in London who had little or no oppor
tunity of working out war problems on manmuvres. He hoped 
that the study of military medical problems would engage a large 
portion of their time and thought during the session. He gave a 
brief sketch of a situation in the battle of Spichern, which he 
thought illustrated the difficulty of removing a large number of 
wounded scattered over a broad front, and with an approach to 
the battle-field by only two bridges at Saarbrucken. He suggested 
that one of the members should study this battle and read a paper 
on the medical requirements of the various situations. Colonel 
Skinner then discussed the medical organization of a division. He 
thought that the field ambulances might be replaced by one unit 
organized as a battalion, but having more stretchers and less 
hospital equipment than the three field ambulances. Th~ ambu
lance wagons attached to the battalion might be fewer in number 
than 'those allotted to the field ambulances and the surplus wagons 
formed into an ambulance column, which would serve as a con
necting link with the clearing hospital. 

Lieutenant-Colonel E. M. Wilson then read a paper on the 
difficulties which have to be overcome in mobilizing medical units. 
He pointed out that in peace time field medical units are non
existent and have to be formed de nono on mobilization, a some
what difficult matter owing to the number of specially trained 
men, e.g., operating-room attendants, cooks, nursing orderlies, &c., 
required for each unit. He strongly advised all medical officers to 
keep a look-out for promising young soldiers, and to urge them to 
go in for the examination for promotion and to take out the courses 
for special appointments', A large number of' promotions must be 
made on mobilization, and a man who has passed the qualifying 
test is almost certain to get a step; a man who is not qualified 
at the time of mobilization must be content to remain a private 
and to see younger soldiers pass over his head. This applied also 
to men recalled from the reserve_ 
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