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DR. STAcK.-On the Lalitpur road, near Jhansi, there is a 
monument erected to this officer. The inscription runs as 
follows :-

Sacred to the memor;y of Dr. STACK, Her Majest;y's 
86th Regiment, who was shot at the storming of Jhansi 
on the 3rd April, whilst attending on a wounded soldier. 
Aged 39 ;years. 

Erected b:y his brother officers in testimon:y of their 
esteem. 

W. E. LYNCH.-Assistant-Surgeon W. E. Lynch, 7th Hussars, 
died at Lucknow, January 24, 1859. 

"QucE CECIDERE, RESURGUNT." 

• 
1Re"iew. 

A TEXT-BOOK OF MEDICAL ENTOMOLOGY. By W. S. Patton, M.B., I.M.S., 
and F. W. Cragg, M.D., LM.S. London, Madras, and Calcutta: 
Christian Literature Society for India. 1913. Pp. xxxiii and 764. 

The ordinary medical man who wishes to take up the study of those 
diseases in the transmission of which insects play a part meets with an 
almost overwhelming obstacle in the fact that entomology is a subject of 
very great dimensions, and that its literature is scattered throughout 
many publications in many languages. Even when a well equipped 
library is at his disposal, he is faced with the problem that in order to 
fully understand the work of many observers he must, at the outset, study 
general entomology and familiarize himself with the very technical 
phraseology used before he can even begin the study of the particular 
subject he may wish to investigate. Furthermore, on commencing 
experimental research, he is beset with difficulties owing to the lack of 
detailed information on the necessary laboratory technique. The authors 
have endeavoured to make this preliminary task an easy one by present
ing, in the form of a volume of moderate size, a work dealing with 
entomology in its medical aspects, which may serve as a guide to the 
study of the relation between arthropods and disease. 

We congratulate the writers on the success with ",hich they have 
attained their object. As the Director-General, LM,S',lir"I a " foreword" 
says, they have covered an immense and in many places 'untrodden field, 
and have still kept their book thoroughly practical. In arranging the 
matter, they have observed, as far as possible, a regular sequence, the 
general features of the group, its relation to disease and its natural 
parasites, external anatomy, classification and description of species, 
bionomics, and breeding habits, methods of breeding and manipulation 
in the laboratory, internal anatomy and methods of dissection being 
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discussed in turn, concluding with a list of references to the published 
papers dealing with the group. One chapter (on the /tnatomy of the 
Diptera) is intended to serve as an introduction to insect morphology, 
and deals at length with certain matters which therefore need only a 
brief reference in the description of other groups . 

. As in the past many important advances in knowledge have depended 
on the study of non-pathogenic organisms, the authors have included 
accounts of many blood-sucking arthropods which have, so far as we 
know at present, no connexion with disease. 

A most valuable feature is the inclusion of keys to the genera and 
species, which have been compiled by various specialists, and which 
should prove of the greatest service in the identification of specimens, 
especially to the isolated worker who has no type collection for reference. 

In accordance with the main object of the book, particular attention 
has been paid to the description of methods of breeding and laboratory 
manipulation of the different groups, and a special chapter deals with 
histological and general laboratory technique. 

As is necessary in a work of this kind a considerable amount of the 
matter has been compiled, but there is also a large amount of original 
work both in the text and in the figures. 

The book is clearly written and very fully illustrated with photographs 
and excellently reproduced drawings,· and we have no hesitation in 
recommending it not only to those who, by reason of opportunities of 
time and place, contemplate original research, but also to those who wish 
to follow in an intelligent manner one of the most important qranches of 
modern medical investigation. C. J. C . 

• 
<tnr.rcnt 1ttcraturc. 

Plague Investigations in India (Ninth Report, Journ. of Hygiene 
Plague Supplement IV).-Extensive observations bave been carried out by 
Kunhardt and Taylor, assisted by R. G. Tzer, T. K. Menon, B. V. Varad. 
hachari, R. Ragharendra Rao, and K. Narazan Rao, as to the condi
tions of climate and physical geography in relation to the incidence of 
of plague in a number of districts of the Madras Presidency. Their con
clusions are summarized as follows :-

(1) From 1898 to 1910 ninety per cent. of the plague deaths in the 
Madras Presidency have occurred in certain districts which immediately 
adjoin infected areas in the Bombay Presidency and Mysore State. The 
Bellary and Nilgiri districts as well as the Rosur taluk in Salem district, 
and the Kollegal taluk in the Coimbatore district, have been most 
severely and persistently infected. 

(2) In certain years, especially when the temperature has been lower, 
and the humidity higher than normal, plague has .extended to places 
immediately adjacent to the infected areas of the Madras Presidency 
mentioned above, and serious epidemics of plague have developed 
especially in certain large municipal towns, while the disease in the 
surrounding villages has generally been mild; 
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