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HANDBOOK OF INTES'l,'INAL SURGERY. By Leonard A. Bidwell, F.R.C.S:, 
Surgeon, West London Hospital. London: BaiIliere, Tindall and Cox. 
Price 6s. net. Pp. 167. Illustrations 91. 

We strongly recommend this little book to all officers of the Corps 
who wish to qualify themselves for dealing creditably with such serious 
surgical cases as are almost certain sooner or later to fall to their lot, and 
that most likely when they have to rely solely on their own resources; 
the price is most moderate and the book is very" light and pandy. 

As stated in the preface, the book" contains a full description of the 
work done in the class at the West London Post-Graduate College," and 
it is advised that all the operations should be performed on bullock's 
fresh small intestine. . 
. The illustrations are so good, particularly those by Mr. L. Mark, that 
often a letter-press would seem almost unnecessary. The first five pages 
are full of elementary but most important points to be constantly borne 
in mind; then the advantages and disadvantages of both end to end and 
lateral anastomosis are tersely stated. In malignant disease of the 
pylorus the author recommends gastrojejunostomy in the first instance, 
followed a couple of weeks later by pylorectomy; the directions for treat
ment of the gut in strangulated hernia, always an anxious point, are 
very simple and concise. The importance of preliminary stomach lavage 
in acute obstruction cases is insisted upon; the necessity also for a really 
warm room for abdominal operations from the pat!ent's, as· apart from 
the operator's, point of view is made obvious, these are only a few of the 
good points in the book. 

To be critical, we regret the omission of any reference to Carwardine's 
anastomosis forceps, truly a very recent pattern, but one that enables 
suture to be done without the aid of an assistant; the author evidently 
does not much favour Roux's Y method of gastrojejunostomy, which 
many surgeons consider to be the ideal, and no mention is made of 
Koch's gastroduodenostomy by freeing the duodenum, though it must 
be admitted that neither of these operations is lihely to be done by the 
"inexperienced surgeon" to whom the book is primarily addressed; the 
author apparently prefers the fast disappearing antiseptic (so called) 
methods to aseptic technique, and he does not recommend boiling silk
worm gut. There are very few slips, such as Kocker and Wolfer; and 
on page 113 external oblique is written where obviously intemal oblique 
is intended. M. P. HOLT. 

" THE BRITISH SANATORIA ANNUAL," 1905. Published by John Bale, 
Sons and Danielsson, Ltd. Price 5s. net. 

This small volume consists of 124 pages, and includes a description of 
all the known sanatoria in the United Kingdom, giving full particulars 
as to accommodation, fees, geographical position, and the most con
venient means of reaching each particular one. 
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It is divided into two parts, the first glvmg a description of private 
sanatoria and the second of those that are free, or that take patients at 
reduced fees or on special terms or conditions. There are also many 
excellent illustrations from photographs of the various sanatoria and their 
surrounding scenery. 

The book should prove a useful guide for professional men who 
believe in the efficacy of the sanatorium treatment and wish to recom
mend their patients to any special district or climate. 

It will also give relatives of llatients a wide choice in the matter of 
locality, and show them the probable expense. to be incurred by residence 
in each. P. F. 

Lo SGOMBERO DEGLI AM MAL AT I E DEI FERITI IN GUERRA. (The Removal 
of the Sick aud Wounded in War.) Rome, 1905. By Surgeon
Lieutenant-Colonel L. Bernardo and Surgeon-Major G. Brezzi, both 
of the Italian Army. Price 3s. 

This book is the joint work of two Italian Army Surgeons, and 
(although only published this year) was the successful essay for the 
Riberi Prize for 1903, the subject for that thesis being: " A study of the 
most favourable arrangements for the rapid transport of the wounded 
from the battlefield to the various dressing· stations, and of the methods 
of carrying out the same, due regard being given to the various conditions 
of country in which war may be waged." 

The book is carefully wiitten and was quite up to date at the time of 
the competition and does great credit to the Authors, and, although in 
Part IH. it boldly faces the fact that in certain matters of transport for 
the woul1ded the Italian Army Medical Service would not appear to be 
equipped on quite the same liberal scale, as to personnel and materiel, as 
are those of the neighbouring countries, and points out the direction in 
which it is capable of improvement in this respect, the work will doubtless 
form the favourite text-book on the subject with Italian Army Surgeons. 

The book is nicely printed and freely illustrated, and is divided into 
nine parts, each showing a careful study of the subject-matter therein; 
a brief enumeration of them is here given :-

Part I.-Organic alterations caused by wounds received on the battle-
field, and how these are 'affected by transport. ' 

Part II.-Probable losses in battle, and the evacuation of the wounded 
Part IlI.-The removal of the wounded during the fight; when is 

this practicable? and when inadvisable or impossible? The Army 
Medical Service in the Anglo-Boer War. Tables showing the scale of 
means of transport in the Italian and other Continental Armies. 

Part IV.-Suggestions for obtaining a rapid evacuation of the wounded 
from the battlefield. 

Part V.-Arrangements to be carried out during mobilisation, and on 
the outbreak of hostilities. [It may here be mentioned that dogs trained 
to search for wonnded, especially at night, are officially employed for this 
purpose in the Italian Army.] 

Part VI.-Means of transport in general, especially on level or 
undulating ground. 

Part VII.-Meansof transport for the wounded in mountain warfare. 
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Part VIII.-Methods of transport especially applicable for the carriage 
of the sick and wounded in Africa. 

Part IX.-(Appendix.) The first dressing of gun-shot wounds, 
especially considered with regard to the transport and rapid evacuation 
of the wounded. 

J. E. NICHoLsoN, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel (R.P). 

GJ!:OGRAPHIE MJ!:DICALE. Paris, 1905. By Dr. Emile Laurent. (830 
pages.) 

Information on Medical Geography is. to be found in abundance in 
scientific works, but it is unfortunately scattered amongst a host of 
essays, memoirs, and reports, &c., whilst not a single collective work on 
the subject is in existence. 

Dr. Laurent has endeavoured to meet this want, and has succeeded 
in "supplying, in as concise and as complete a form as possible, some 
exact medical information about every part of the world." 

The book needs only to be seen to be appreciated, and will probably 
shortly be found in the libraries of most consulting physicians, travellers, 
and surgeons of the Mercantile Marine. 

As it is difficult to make extracts from a work of this size, a brief 
enumeration of its principal divisions is here given. 

The first part deals with general considerations on Climatology and 
Nosology. 

Part II. is given up to the Medical Geography of France. 
Part Ill. describes the Medical Geography of the rest of Europe. 
Part IV. deals with the Medical Geography of Asia, and parts v., VI., 

and VII., severally, with that of Oceania, Africa, and America. 

.. 

J. E. NICHoLsoN, 
Lie~~tenant-Oolonel (R.P.) . 
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