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INHALATION THERAPY TECHNIQUE. By W. E. Collison. London,::WiHiani 
Heinemann, Ltd~ Pp. xiii +,77. Price5s. net. 

This small volume on -inhalation therapy technique. describes in detail 
the Collisonlnhaler and its therapeutic indications.; Towards the end of 
the book extracts are given from articles by Douthwaite and oth~rson the 
use of the apparatus in asthma, bronchitis and pulmonary tubei'culosi~. 

A.G.H. 

THE .L,IVERPOOL. MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL JOURNAL .. Vol. xliii. Part I. 
1935. London: H. K. Lewis and Co., Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. 

'l'his number is of special interest to medical officers in the fighting 
Services as it is.the Hugh OwenThomas:Centenary Number al1diidargeiv 
devoted toa l~cture by Mr~ T. 'P~McMtlrray, Dire6torof'Oi'tiiopabdic~, 
Liverpool University, on the Life of Hugh 0wenThomas. 

In this lecture the fascinating story is told of the Thomas family, com
mencing from the :.;escue from the sea of two small boys on the coast of 
Anglesea, and their adoption by a Welsh farmer and his wife. 

One of those boys became a noted bone~setter and. was followed by five 
sons·allo! whom carried on the practice. Of these Richard hada. son .. 
Evan, who eventually went to Liverpool and set up as a bOlle-setter,.and 
his eldest son, Hugh Owen,is the main subject of the lecture. 

Hugh Owen Thomas became a iluly qualified doctor and the amazing 
story of his career as a general practitioner and as a specialist in fractures 
and deformities mak(js interesting reading. 

The Great War has made the Thomas splint familiar to the whole 
world and it is hardly overstating the case to say that probably no other 
single appliance did more to. sav!:) life and limbs than t.heThomas 
knee splint., . . 

The application of this splint in the forward areas provided satisfactory' 
immobilization and extension,aIld; permitted the wounded to be transferred 
to the Casuality Clearing Station in a ,condition that allowed the 
necessary operative interference~o be carried out. The mortality figure 
for fractures of the femur during the' first year of the \Var compared with 
the last year amply bears out .theadvantages of thissplillt, and those who 
saw the pitiable condition of patients on arrival at the Casualty Clearing 
Station when only the old long Listonsplint was available could appreciate 
the boon of this simple method of splinting serious compound fractures. 

Mr. McMurrayis to be congratulated on this brilliant lecture . which 
holds the,reader's attention throughout; and is unlikely to be put aside until 
completely perused. . 
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68 Reviews 

In addition to this lecture the number contains a most valuable lecture 
by Mr. Harry Platt on Malignant Tumours of Bone. 

The classification of these tumours·in current text book leaves much to 
be desired and the simple and practical classification adopted by.Mr.Platt 
has much to commend it. The early recognition cif these neoplasms is all 
important and the early diagnostic signs and symptoms :are . clearly given. 

The value of surgery and of radio-therapy are fairly assessed and should 
be of value to all surgeons. 

. While the author lays down that surgical operation remains the method 
of choice,· he· considers that active efforts to prevent metastases should be 
tried, in which he includes nqt only irradiation but also the use of Coley's 
toxins .. 

The library of every officer of the R.A.M.C. should contain a copy of 
this number of the Liverpool Medico"ChirurgicalJournal. J. W. W. 

THE STORY OF THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL. By 
H. Campbell Thomson. London: John Murray. Pp. xiii + 182. 
Price 10s. 6d; net. 

This volume was written on the occasion ·of the centenary of the 
foundation of the Middlesex Hospital Medical School, the opening of the 
complete school having taken place in 1885. For nearly one hundred 
years before that, however, the hospital had been used for clinical teaching 
and was for part of that time in close association with William Hunter's 
famous School of Anatomy, which was taken over by Charles Bell a short 
time before he became one of the surgeons to the h9spital in 1814. 

Thehospital itself was established in 1745 to meet the needs of the 
poor of Soho, and the advantages likely to accrue from an attached medical 
school were set forth in a most valuable and far-seeing address presented 
by the Medical Staff to the Weekly Board on April 14th, 1335, and re
printed in this history. 

Sanction having been given and funds obtained, the school was erected 
with remarkable rapidity and the opening address was given by Sir Charles 
Bell on October 1 of the same year. 

The history of the continued development of the school naturally brings 
to notice the names. of the many great men who have been associated with 
the Middlesex on the Board of Governors, the School Council and the 
Medical Staff, and under whose united guidance the school has taken up 
such a definite position in medical education and research. 

While chiefly of interest to old Middlesex students this history ,is 
worthy of the attention of all professional men, and of all who take an 
interest in medical.education. . 

Dr. Campbell Thomson is to be congratulated on having written a 
most interesting story worthy of the great school, the evolution and 
development of which it records. 
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HYGIENE AND PUBLIC HEALTH. By B.N. Ghosh. Eighth Edition. 
Calcutta: Scientific Publishing Co. 1935. Pp. .xv . + ;660. 
Price 12s. 6d. 

This well-known India~ textbook, wbich first app~aredin 1912, has 
now reached its eighth edition. 

It has been largely re-written and much new matter has been added; 
the author having called on recognized Indian authorities such as Muir 
(Leprosy), Covell (Malaria), and Pai (Tuberculosis) for short monographs 
on their special subjects. As in the previous edition Lieutenant-Colonel 
A. D.Stewart, LM.S., has also helped in the revision. 

With the author's own experience and such a galaxy oftalent to assist, 
one naturally expects to find this volume an exceptionally efficient guide 
to the practice of preventive medicine in the tropics. It covers the whole 
ground, even to a chapter .on eugenics, and tbe material is well up to date 

, and conveniently arranged although suffering a little from compression. 
Good illustrations are provided and local legislation is included where 
applicable. 

Naturally there are points open to criticism. 
For example in the chapter on Ventilating an ambiguous sentence is 

apt to lead the novice to believe that De Chaumont was familiar with the 
Rata-thermometer, a very modern instrument. 

Again we do not like to see even the very moderate approval given to 
the trough water closet while one of its main advantages in the tropics, 
i.e., economy in the amount of water used, is not even mentioned. 

It is also rather surprising to find that for pilgrims living in the area 6f 
a fair one latrine seat for' every hundred is cOllsidered sufficient when we 
know. that for Indian troops in barracks the scale is eight per cent. 

As already stated, the illustrations are good, but it hardly seems neces
sary to inch~de pictures of a wheel barrow and a commode in a scientific 
textbook. ' 

The number of years that this book has been familiar to students in 
India speaks for itself, and this latest edition is not only certain to satisfy 
their needs but it is also probable that it will appeal to a much wider circle 
of professional men engaged in the active practice of public health work in 
the tropics. 

AN ELEMENTARY TEXTBOOK OI!' ANATOMY. By H. E. Cl ark , C.M.G. 
New Editi'on. Revised by John, Graham, J?rofessor ,of Anatomy, 
Glasgow. London and Glasgow: Blackie and Son, Ltd. 1935, Pp. x 
+ 278. Price 6s. 

The new ~dition of this textbook is ~ery ,good value for its modest; ,price 
of six shillings. The letterpress and illustrations are excellent and it can 
be strongly recommended to junior students, nurses, radiographers and 
others who require something smaller than the usual rather -bulky text
books as an introduction to the study of anatomy. 
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70 Oorrespondence 

There is a good chapter on histology in addition to the usual descrip
tions of bones, joints, muscles, vessels, etc. 

In the description of muscles, their nerve supply is sometimes not 
given; this information may however usually be found (an exception being 
the individual abdominal muscles) in the article on neurology. 

B.B. 

<torrcaponbcnc c. 

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
TO THE EDITOR OF "THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

DEAR SIR-In the last issue of the NEWS AND GAZETTE there appeared 
a letter regarding iheRoyal Army Medical Corps, which had recently been 
addressed by the Medical Secretary of the British Medical Association to 
the Deans of all Medical Schools of this country. That letter is but one 
example of the practical interest which the Association takes in the welfare 
of the Corps. . 

Such interest is of long standing, and many of the improvements which 
have taken place in our Service in the past have been due in no small 
measure to the influence and support of the British Medical Association. 

I would therefore venture to express the hope that every R.A.M.C. 
officer who has not already done so, will join the British Medical Association. 

War Office. 
December 11, 1935. 

'lRoticcs. 

I am, etc., 
J. A. HARTIGAN, 

Director-General, 
Army Medical Services. 

PERMANENT COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF MILITAB,y MEDICINE AND PHARMACY. 

A SUB-COMMITTEE has been authorized to hold a series of meetings at 
Monaco, from February 10 to 12, 1936. 

The subjects for discussion will be :-
(1) Tbe actual state of War legislation especially that concerning the 

protection of the civil population. 
(2) The assistance that can be given in a future war. 
(3) The creation of a· Universal Association for the international 

protection of humanity. 
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