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The brigade sent to the Canal was perforce. under canvas, . It was 
divided between Suez and a camp at Moascar, justoutsideIsmalia.'l'he 
artillery were distributed at different points along the western banks of the 
Canal. 

A visit to these Canal units towards the end of May found them settled 
down to camp life in the desert and learning their first lessons in desert 
warfare. It was a curious experience this life on the Canal. Immediately 
at hand was the great Canal itself, the greatest water highway of the world, 
with its constant succession of P. and O. and other ocean liners filing 
through and filled,at that time, with' passengers going to and fro between 
.Europe and the East and bearing also those stores of raw material and 
food on which the Allies were depending for their very existence. It was 
truly a case of "Ships tha,t Pass in the Night." Often there must have 
been near and dear ones, long parted and now separated only by a few 
yards of water, but without possibility of communication-even if they 
knew of one another's presence-except by a passing wave of the handker
chief or a shout of greeting. It was the custom for those on board to 
throw cigarettes to the Tommies bathing below. ' 

This was the great frontier that had to be defended at all costs~ Beyond 
the Canal was the inhospitable desert stretching out into the unknown, 
occupied somewhere by an enemy who, though beaten off for the time, 
was still watching for an opportunity to renew his attempt to cut this vital 
artery .of our circulation. 

(To be continued.) 

.. 
<turrent 1tteratnre. 

WHITE, C" F. The Inspection of Canned Foods. Public Health, 
February, 1936. 

At some time or other during his service a medical officer finds himself 
faced with the problem of deciding whether or not an article of food should 
be condemned. Between the two extremes of good and bad food there 
are degrees of unwholesomeness over which he will scratch his head and 
think; and he may possibly be persuaded into passing an unattractive, say, 
side of bacon on the plea that it will not endanger the health of the 
consumers. This may be so with foods we can examine, taste and smell. 
But when dealing with tinned foods there should be no indecision: the 
product is either good or bad: to be accepted or condemned, as the case 
may be. 

In the article referred to above Dr. White leaves no doubt in the minds 
of the readers what is the correct action to be taken in dealing with canned 
foods in order to protect the public and the good canner. 

The only means of judging the condition of the contents without 
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opening is by an examination of the tin. He urges us. not to be put off 
with the suggestion· that "though the can is all wrong the food is all 
right." 

. A well-exhausted can shows a vacuum of eight inches or more. With 
meat products the vacuum chamber is kept at twenty to twenty-five inches 
by means of an exhaust pump. When there is a loss of vacuum the cause 
may be one of three: (a) imperfect processing, (b) air leakage from without, 
and (c) gas production within. 

It is beyond any man's judgment to say to which cause the loss of the 
vacuum can be assigned, and Dr. White argues that it is wrong to assume 
that because one tin from a batch is it sprung" from a harmless cause, the 
next one will be the same. 

He gives two reasons for the "production of gas within": one. the 
result of decomposition, and .the other what is termed "the Hydrogen 
swell," where electrolytic action takes place between the tin and· iron of 
the can at points of erosion, with the evolution of hydrogen. 

"Hydrogen swell" is probably harmless, but who is to say that the 
blown tin is of this variety and not due to decomposition? 

The "springers," "flippers," "puffy can" and" slack cap "-trade 
terms used to denote only slight positive pressure in the tin-must be 
considered as minor degrees of "blowing," as they may be only a stage on 
the way to the typical" blown tin" resulting from decomposition. 

Therefore, he rightly urges food inspectors to stick rigidly to the 
principle that a It blown tin" of whatever degree or from whatever cause 
is a bad tin and should be rejected . 

• 
lRe"tews. 

GRAY'S ANATOMY. .26th Edition. Edited by Professor T. B. Juhnston. 
London: Longmans, Green and Co., Ltd. Pages xxxii + 1516. 
Price 42s. net .. 

The· twenty-sixth edition of this work maintains the high standard 
met with in the previous editions. The section dealing with Osteology 
has been rewritten with a view to being of more assistance to junior 
students. . Thus the principal features of the individual bones have been 
printed inlarge type, WhIlst the details ·of muscular attachmen,ts, etc., 
have been printed in smaller type. Again, in an endeavour to lay stress 
on the skull as a whole, which is in keeping with modern anatomical 
teaching, a detailed description of the skull as a single eqtity is given 
in large print and the description of the individual bones is printed in 
smaller type. The other sections of the book have been revised and 
bro~ght up to date. The section .dealing with the Autonomic System is 
decidedly good. It is, however, rather a pity that a little more space was 
not devottl~ .to the applied anatomy of this systeIll.The. nom.en.clature 
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