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although there are many well-known ~iseases, e.g., plague, bovine tubercle 
and undulant fever, due to cross infection from one species to another. 

The filtrable viruses as a class are, however, strictly host specific in this 
way, the one notable exception to the rule being the virus of rabies which 
appears to be able to adapt itself to a temporary life in any mammal arid 1,0 

be conveyed by any animal that bites. 
In untouched virgin Nature the struggle for existence has reached a 

stage of equilibrium and gross disease and epidemics are not predominant 
phenomena, parasitic infection being kept at a steady endemic level by the 
mutual competition of all the organisms in the same environment, an 
environment, which is supporting ,the maximum number possible of each 
species. Man's continual interference with his own environment is per
haps the chief reason of his predilection to epidemics, although his only 
competitors in the struggle for existence, other than man, are his parasites 
whose destiny is bound up with his. Where hosts are few, scattered and 
not increasing in number a parasite which causes so much damage as to 
limit their capacity for reproducing new hosts will in general be eliminated 
by natural selection. If on the other hand the density of the host species 
is great and increasing, the field for invasion by parasites is also increasing 
and transference from host to host is becoming easier, so that even if a 
parasite inflicts great damage on its hosts there is little likelihood of its 
own extermination resulting. 

Man is continually devising new methods for lessening theenviron
mental resistance to the existence and increase of the human herd and the 
majority of men do not require to be very fit to escape elimination by 
natural selection. Man is therefore not.only able to carry a heavier load 
of disease than other animals, but incidentally, also makes it easier for his 
parasites to survive. 

• 
lRe\?iews. 

A SHORT PRACTICE OF SURGERY. By Hamilton Bailey, F .R.C.S.Eng., 
and R. J. McNeill Love, M.S.Lond., F.R.C.S.Eng. 2nd Edition. 
London: H. K. Lewis and Co., Ltd. 1935. Pp. viii + 987. Price 
30s. net. 

This survey of General Surgery has now been issued in one volume 
instead of two. The result is a volume of convenient size. The 

'illustrations and diagrams are profuse and excellent. We agree with the 
authors that the subject material is thoroughly up to date and, that time
honoured shibboleths have been excluded. All the chapters have been 
revised and some partially re-written. Advanced surgery and rare 
conditions have been relegated to small type. 

If it were possible we should like to see some of the sections expanded, 
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such as the treatment of infected wounds,· Injuries of bone.· for which 
67 pages seem very much on the 'short side, and burns and scalds for 
whichT~ pages are very scanty. 

It is always a moot point as to how much information is . to be 
obtained from abbreviated operative details in a book of this, type. If 
these were omitted-they can be.· found in full in operative surgery 
books which every surgeon must possess-it would give a little more space 
for general subjects. Sections of special merit are those on intestinal 
obstruction, appendicitis, subphrenic abscess, infections of the hand and 
the surgery of nerves. 

Errata are few. Those noticed were: p. 51, line 4, "fig. 23," should 
read "fig. 22"; p. 162, the spelling ,. pharangeal" occurs three times (cf; 
p. 194); p. 254, para. 3, is interposed in the middle of the preceding 
paragraph; p. 637, line 15," or" should read "and" 

On the whole we have nothing but praise for this work; the greater 
part of it is really excellent, and the book should be of the greatest 
value for those reading for the higher surgical examinations and as 
a book of reference for those engaged in the practice of surgery. 

J.M.W. 

SURGICAL DISEASES AND INJURIES OF THE GENITO-URINARY ORGANS. By 
Sir John Thompson-Walker, D.L., M.B., C.M.Ed., F.R.C.S.Eng. 
Second edition revised. Edited by Kenneth Walker, M.A., M.B., 
B.C.Cantab., F .R.O.S.Eng. London: Cassel and Co., Ltd. 1936 . 

. Pp. xviii + 974. Price 32s. 6d. net. 

The appearance of the second.edition of this book will be welcomed as 
an anthoritative statement of the views of one so experienced in urology as 
Sir John Thompson-Walker. The progress of urology during the past 
twenty years has entailed considerable revision and many additions to the 
original text. New chapters have been added by Mr. Kenneth Walker on 
Renal Function Tests, Transurethral Prostatic Resection, Obstruction at 
the Neck ·of the Bladder, and Impotence and Sterility. The editor is to be 
congratulated upon having produced a book which is now thoroughly up 
to date and well abreast of current established opinion. In a hook such as 
this, which is in every respect so excellent, it is difficult to select parts for 
special commendation. . 

The chapter on renal tuberculosis is particulary good. It is pointed out 
that in a series of 193 cases where nephrectomy was performed by the 
author for renal tuberculosis, tubercle bacilli were not found in the urine 
in approximately 20 per cent. This may arise Whetl the number of bacilli 
is small and their appearance intermittent. Again, it may occur when the 
focus in the kidney is shut off. Finally guinea-pig .inoculation may be 
!}egati ve owing to the bacillus not being pathogenic to thisanimaI. In 
such cases the diagnosis must be madeby symptoms, on the presence of a 
tubercula.r lesion elsewhere, the discovery of a thickened ureter,· the 
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presence as shown by X-rays of caseous masses in the kidney,or by the 
help of cystoscopy. Attention is drawn to the fact that the presence of 
tubercle bacilli in the. urine cannot of itself be regarded as proof of 
tubercular disease of the kidney. The additional proof required is. the 
presence of. pus in the urine, even in microscopic amount. 

In the treatment of hromorrhage after nephrolithotomy, where 
hromatut'ia con·tinues after application of an ice bag, and the administration 
of morphia and calcium lactate, it. is advised to open up the incision in the 
kidney, flush out with hot lotion, introduce a tube into the pelvis and pack 
around it with gauze. It is said that this treatment usually suffices to 
control the hromorrhage. 

In the section dealing with the prostate a short description is given of 
Rarris's method: of prostatectomy in which primary closure of the bladder 
is performed. It is pointed out that the method is still on trial but that 
the results have been encouraging in good risk subjects capable of with-
standing primary prostatectomy. . 

. The chapter devoted to transurethral prostatic resection is· excellent 
and a clear description is given of -tile-operative technique and special 
instruments employed. Tt is pointed out that the key to pernrethral work 
on the enlarged prostate is the careful selection of cases and that the abuse 
of this method by enthusiasts has sometimes brought it into disrepute and 
caused its value to be lost sight of. It is recommended for cases in which 
the.vesical'rather than the urethral aspect of the prostate is affected, e.g. 
obstruction by an enlarged middle lobe. It is also recommended for the 
sm,all fibrotic prostate and for those cases where total prostatectomy is 
contra-indicated either on account of the poor general condition of the 
patient or the presence of intercurrent cardiac, renal, or pulmonary disease. 
It is not recommended for cases where the lateral lobes are mainly affected. 
Emphasis is laid on the necessity for accurate estimation of the degree of 
intravesical enlargement in deciding whether a case is suitable for the 
perurethral operatioil, and to avoid mistakes the use of the resectoscope, 
designed by Mr. Ogier Ward, is advised. As regards the type of perurethral 
operation to' be employed, the writer favours resection by means of an 
activated loop rather than coagulation with or without punching. 

A brief but nevertheless complete account is given of gonococcal 
infection of the urethra, prostate and vesicles. It is significant that the 
writer will have nothing to do with the conception of a gonococcal urethritis 
localized·to the anterior urethra-the posterior urethra being infected in 
80 per cent to 90 per cent of cases. O Similarly, he obviously looks with 
disbelief upon those who maintain that non-gonococcal urethritis is a 
common condition. His opinion is that it is rare and the more refined the 
methods of examination, especially cultures and the complement fixation 
test, the fewer become the cases of non-gonococcal urethritis. 

A most valuable part of the book is the list of references given at the 
end: of each chapter. These are well chosen and not too numerous. 
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The book is clearly printed and the illustrations are numerous, well
reproduced, and thoroughly up to date. 

It is impossible to do anything but praise this book. As a standard 
work of reference it will take a recognized and leading place. 

D.McK. 

SYNOPSIS OF SURGICAL ANATOMY. By Alexander Lee McGregor, 
M.Ch.Edin., F.R.C.S.Eng. Third edition. Bristol: John Wright 
and Sons, Ltd. 1936. Pp. xii + 664. Price 17s. 6d. net. 

This is a useful book, the main object of which is to present concisely 
the facts of surgical anatomy so that they are readily available for the 
surgeon, the student and the practitioner. 

There is a very large amount of matter in the book and the author 
includes many of the more rational theories of pathological conditions. 
The diagrams are plain and make easier the reading matter to which they 
refer; there are a large number of these diagrams, more than normally 
found in a book which is only intended for a synopsis. The print is large 
and legible and well arranged, and the book is well indexed. The subject 
matter, as is to be expected in a work of this type, is brief and to the point, 
but at the same time all the facts are presented and the reader is free to 
make his choice although the author indicates what facts, in his opinion, 
are most important. 

U seiul chapters are given at the end on the" Anatomy of Surgical 
Procedures" which point out the technique of individual operations-the 
pitfalls to avoid, the anatomy of the incision, etc. 

This book should be a very useful work of reference to any doctor, but 
particularly to the surgeon asthere is very little information that will not 
be found between its covers. '. 

lRotices. 

THE ALEXANDER MEMORIAL PRIZE. 
MAJOR J. BIGGAM, M.C., R.A.M.C., has been awarded the Alexander 

Memorial Prize for the year 1935, consisting of a gold medal and a sum 
of £40. 

The Alexander Memorial Prize is awarded annually to an officer of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps for professional work of outstanding merit. 

THE LEISHMAN MEMORIAL PRIZE. 
MAJOR J. S. K. BOYD, R.A .. M.C., has been awarded the Leishman 

Memorial Prize for the year 1935, consisting of a silver medal and a sum 
of £30. ' 

The Leishman Prize (Officers) is awarded annually to an officer of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps or the Army Dental Corps for work of' 
outstanding merit. 
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