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TREATMENT'OF FRACTURES IN GENERAL 'PRACTICE. By W. H. Ogilvie, 
·'M.D., M:Ch., F.RC.S. London: John Bale, Sons and Danielsson, Ltd. 

1936. Vol. i, pp. viii + 108; vol. ii, pp. vi + 72. Price 28. Bd. per vo!. 

This is _ the second edition of these two little volumes which appear 
in the ' series' of Pocket Monographs of -Practical Medicine. The whole 
subject is dealt with in 180 smftll pages. The first volume deals with 
GenimilPrinClples and Fractures of the Upper Limb and Limb Girdle. 
In the general principles there are brief but excellent descriptions of the 
pathology of bone, varieties and causes of fractures, symptoms, signs, and 
methods of repair, and . the general principles of treatment of simple 
and compound fractures. The second volume treats of Fractures of 
the Lower Limb and Limb Girdle, and Fractures of the Spine and 
Thorax. Naturally in so small, a space different methods of treatment 
cannot be discussed, but 1 the author has given an extremely simple and 
cOIlCise. description ,of his own methods, which are based on the most 
modern -methods, the teaching of Bohler being followed to a considerable 
extent. A number of very useful diagrams are given which .are clear and 
easy to understand. With few exceptions, the apparatus used is such as 
can be obtained in any small hospital, and the methods employed such as
may be followed by any practitioner not specially skilled III the treatment 
of bone injuries. G. T. G. 

CYSTOSCOPY AND UROGRAPHY. By J. B. Macalpine, F.R.C.S.Eng. 
Bristol: John Wright and Sons, Ltd. 1936. Pp. xiii + 478. Price 
30s. net. 

The appearance of the second edition of Mr. Macalpine's book is bound 
to be 'popUlar. The reviewer-a possessor of the first edition, published 
nine years ago-regards this beautifully illustrated book as one of the best 
on the 'subjyct published in England. New ~hapters have been added 
on Pelvic Resorption, Excretion Urography, and Pyeloscopy, -and the 
illustrations have b8en increased. . 

The book will naturally make its greatest appeai to the surgeon or 
those officers in the Corps with surgical tendencies. It would be difficult 
to recommend a better book. 

AH opel"ating room attendants, trained or under training, should lmow 
Chapter II (The Cystoscope-Mechanics, Optics, and Care of the 
Instrument) thoroughly. 

John Wright and Sons' publication should be in every Military 
Hospital Library. D. C. M. 
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"PEEPS" ON THE NURSING TRAIL. By Derry Down. .London: John 
Bale, Sons and Danielsson, Ltd. 1936. Pp. 174. Price 3s. 6d. net. 

This cheerful little book should prove of considerable value to those 
contemplating nursing as a career-m.uch good advice is to be found 
throughout the book and the writer's view that" nursing is still a vocation, 
n'ot merely something to do," iR worthy of very earnest consideration frpm 
intending candidates. The time-tables for a probation~r on day and night 
duty give a good idea of the physical and mental demands which rpust be 
met while under training, and the excellent remarks on private nursing 
should be of real help when training is completed. Sympathy and 
cheerfulness-those two essential' qualities in a good nurse-cbloui:the 
whole book and give an added value to the sound practical advice which it 
contains. 

THE AUSTRALIAN VICTORIES IN FRANCE IN 1918. By General Sir John 
Monash, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., V.D., D.C.L., LL.D. Published by The 
Australian Book Company, London. Sydney: Angus & Houertson, 
Ltd. 1936. Pp. xxv + 271. Price 6s. 

The Australian Book Company have brought out a popular 'cheap 
edition of General Sir John Monash's well-known book, "The Australian 
Victories in France."In his preface the author says that he has made 
somewhat large claims ou behalf of his Corps, but anyone who fo 110 w's the 
story as detailed in these pages will surely say that these claims are fully 
justified. The great attack of August 8 is most vividly desCribed. We 

. think there is a mistake on page 52. July 15 is the date given there for 
the great German attack on the Chemin-des-Dames, whereas it should be 
May 27. There are one or two printer's errors-on the title page L.L.D. 
wants altering, and at the bottom of page 87 a line has crept in twice and 
spoils the sense. The book is a handy, well-printed volume and should 
reach a wide public. A. C. H. G. 

REPORTS ON CHRONIC RHEUMATIC DISEASES: BEING THE ANNUAL 
REPOR'l' OF THE BRITISH COMMITTEE ON CHRONIC RHEUMATIC 
DISEASES, APPOINTED BY'l'HE ROYAL COJ.JLEGE 01<' PHYSICIANS. 
No. 2. Edited by U. W. Buckley, M.D., F.R.C.P. London: H. K 
Lewis and Co., Ltd. Pp. x + 140. Price 10s. 6d. net. 

The second volume of the report of the British Committee on Chronic 
-Rheumatic Diseases opens with an article by Professor Stanley Davidson 
and Dr. William Goldie on chronic infective arthritis. They deal with 
the subject in two parts; ill Part I there is a discussion of the classifica
tion and interrelationship of the" rheumatic" disease; Part II deals with 
the retiology of "Chronic Infective Arthritis" with particular reference to 
the part played by infection alld diathesis ill its production. The authors 
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consider that there is much in common in the retiology of acute rheumatism 
and the more chronic types comprised under the title of chronic arthritis 
and that there is much evidence in favour of the hypothesis that infective 
arthritis is due to bacterial infection and sensitization. 70 per cent of 
these cases give a history of poor capillary circulation preceding the onset 
of arthritis as contrasted with 2,t per cent of normal individuals of 
similar age. 

'l'he influence of tuberculosis in the retiology of chronic rheumatism 
has been investigated by Dr. W. S. C. Copeman. He is of the opinion 
that there is considerable evidence in favour of the view that certain cases 
of polyarthritis masquerading as unrecognized" rheumatoid arthritis" of 
unknown cause are in reality tuberculous arthritis. 

Dr~ G. J. Griffiths furnishes the results of his studies on the bacterio
logical side of the disease. He considers that valuable information 
regarding the activity of the primary focus and quiescence or otherwise of 
the rheumatic condition can be obtained from a study of the streptococcal 
anti-hremolysin titre of the serum and the intradermal tests in cases of 
rheumatic arthritis. 

A valuable report on recent American work upon the rheumatic 
diseases is given by Dr. Philip Hench of the Mayo Clinic, Secretary of 
the American Committee for the Control of Rheumatism. He furnishes 
information and references to work of great importance carried out in the 
United States. 

Mr. A. G. Tinsbrell Fisher emphasizes the importance of the close 
co-operation of the physician and the orthopredic.department in the treat
lIlent of rheumatic types of arthritis, so that deformity may be prevented, 
or suitable corrective treatment instituted, at'an early date, when required. 
He favours the method of correction by hinged splints rather than plaster 
casts; this facilitates the alteration of the angle as improvement occurs. 
, A summary of the result of investigations into the metabolism of joint 
tissue is given by Dr. E. G. L. Bywaters, working under Professor E. C. 
Dodds, and from this study it would appear that one of the keys to the 
pathology of joint disease is the permeability of articular cartilage and 
synovial membrane. 

This report presents accounts of clinical and laboratory observations 
and research which should be studied by all those interested in chronic 
rheumatic disease. A. G. B . 

• 

guest. P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-67-06-08 on 1 D
ecem

ber 1936. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/

