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TEXTBOOK OF MEDICAL BACTERIOLOGY. By R. W. Fairbrother, D.Sc., 
M.D., M.R.C.P. London: William Heinemann (Medical Books), 
Ltd. 1937. Pp~ viii + 437. Price 15s~ net. 

This is a first edition and the author is to be congratulated on 
presenting the subject so clearly and in such concise form. The science of 
bacteriology is developing so rapidly that it is becoming increasingly more 
difficult to embody the subject in a book of moderate size. rrhis difficulty 
has been overcome, aud this new book contains all the information likely to 
be required by the non-specialist reader. It can be recommended to those 
officers of the Corps who wish to be introduced to the subject prior to 
reading the more technical manuals. The illustrations are good and well 
chosen. 

TaR MAIN POINTS OF CHEMICAL WARFARE FROM THE MEDICAL ASPECT. 
By K. Shallcross Dickinson, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Ph.C., etc. London: 
John Bale, Sons and Curnow, I-ltd. 1937. Pp. 68. Price Is. 

The title of this small book is rather a misnomer, ~s it does not deal 
with chemical warfare from the medical aspect. It consists of a se~ies of 
blank pages with tabulated headings of the various gases, aircraft, bombs 
and the respirator, designed, as the author explains, for annotation by 
students, for whose use the booklet is primarily intended. 

To students working at. this important subject the tables should be 
found useful, supplying suitable headings under which they can insert 
observations, notes, etc., from sources available to them. 

'rIIE HISTORY OF THE Acu'rE EXANTHEMATA. By J. D. RolIeston, M.A., 
M.D., F.R.C.P., F.S.A. London: Willianl' Heinemann (Medical 
Books), Ltd~ HJ37. Pp. x+ 114. Price 7s. 6d. 

In this history of the acute exanthemata the author deals only with 
smallpox, chicken-pox, scarlet fever. measles, and German measles, leaving 
out enteric and typhus fever as he considers. they are more suitably ranked 
by themselves in the class of continued fevers. He shows how it is only 
in comparatively late periods of their history that these acute exanthemata 
have been separated one from the other. Even in the Middle Ages epidemics 
of the acute exanthemata were geqerally regarded as of spontaneous 
development from unknown causes and as forerunners of some universal 
pestilence, only a subordinate part being attached to a contagion. 

This little volume is full of interesting historical detail and should 
appeal greatly to students of the history of medicine. 

A.G.B. 
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