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walls of smaller bronchioles was occasionally found, but there was no bleeding 
into the air tubes larger th8n these. There was no suggestion that the 
hremorrhages were grouped round the bronchial system. The microscopic 
subpleural bullre appeared to be produc~d by the detachment of the visceral 
pleura and the subjacent elastic tissue from the underlying lung by air 
escaping from the ruptured alveoli. 

The cases in: which there was a grave degree of saturation of the blood 
with carbon monoxide showed pulmonary hremorrhages of the same character 
as in those dying from blast alone. 'The most striking difference was the 
fresh pink colour of the hypostases in the carbon monoxide cases. In both 
groups the air passages contained much frothy serous fluid. The amount 
of blood extravasated into the lung varied considerably and it did 'not seem 
possible that the lung injury could fatally embarrass the respiration. The 
authors regard the lesion as a trustworthy indication that the patient has 
been struck at close range by a wave of high-pressure. It seemed likely 
that blast produces death by interfering with some vital tissue or centre in 
which from the extreme rapidity of action structural changes are unlikely 
to be found. 

The estimation of carboxyhremoglobin was made by Dr. Jordan in 
formol-fixed material, the proportion of blood pigment present as carboxy
hremoglobin was 50, 65 and 75 per cent . 

• 

THE MEDICAL ANNUAL, 1940. Editors: H. Letheby Tidy, M.A., M.D. (Oxon), 
F.R.C.P., and A. Rendle_ Short, M.D., B.S., B.sc., F.R.C.S. 1940. 
Pp. xlviii + 604. Bristol: John Wright and Sons, Ltd. London: 
Simpkin Marshall, Ltd. Price ,20s. net. 

During these days of stress and strain,' excursions and alarms, we are 
glad to welcome once again an old and honoured friend in that sturdy 
"evergreen," The Medical Annual for 1940." 

This popular digest is, as usual, full of good fare but the war is still too 
young for the current number to have yet acquired the full war" flavour." 

It is difficult to pick and choose where the general level is so high, but a 
few specially well-flavoured" Plats du jour" may be mentioned. 

An excellent article on chemotherapy entirely devoted to a detailed 
description of the sulphonamide preparations is contributed by Dr. St. A. 
Heathcote. No mention is made of the new sulphanilamide derivatives 
sulphathiazol (M and B 760) and sulphamethylthiazol, but this is under
standable as these drugs have only just commenced to attract attention 
on this side of the Atlantic, although acclaimed for sometime past in certain 
American quarters as a panacea for all staphylococcal infections. 

Group Captain A. F. Rook, R.A.F., in an interesting section dealing 
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with the medical aspects of flying discusses the many highly specialized 
problems involved from both the Services and civilian points of view. 

Dr. H. L. Tidy and Mr. A. Rendle Short discuss the medical and surgical 
aspects of gastric and duodenal ulcer, and strange to relate, their respective 
points of view reveal no major clash nor do they mutually cancel out. 

In an article dealing with oxygen therapy Mr. A. Tudor Edwards intro
duces us to (and illustrates) the new American B.L.B. mask, the efficiency 
and relative comfort of which can be fully vouched for by the reviewer. 

A long and well-illustrated article on cystic disease of the lungs is con
tributed by Dr. Maurice Davidson. 

In his review of recent work in connexion with epilepsy Dr. Macdonald 
Critchley mentions the new anti-convulsant preparation variously known 
as dilantin, epanutin, or solantoin, which, he thinks, can be used most use
fully to supplement but not to replace such standard sedative preparations 
as phenobarbital. 

Recent work on the chemotherapy of g'onorrhma is revie\ved by Dr. 
T. Anwyl-Davies who emphasizes the importance of late chemo-therapeutic 
relapses many of which occur several months after,tests of cure have been 
passed. 

A short but instructive article from the pen of Mr. Geoffrey Jefferson 
deals with head injuries; ,paragraphs dealing with the diagnosis and treat
ment of middle meningeal hremorrhage (which looms large in medical 
literature at the present time) and of subdural hrematomas with their elusive 
symptomatology are of special interest. ' 

Dr. Manson-Bahr in his review of malarial chenlOtherapy describes the 
new Bayer synthetic remedy, of the plasmoquine series, Certuna. He 
emphasizes the relative ineffectiveness of all known anti-malarial remedies 
against the sporozoite stage of the malarial parasite and mentions the 
hypothesis put forward by P. G. Shute, that there exists an intermediate 
shge of malaria parasite between the sporozoite and the young trophozoite 
(ring form). 

Ascoli's method of treatment, which' consists of increasing doses of 
adrenaline given with the idea of massaging parasites out of-their lurking 
places in the backwaters of the spleen into the general peripheral circulation 
where they are susceptible to attack by quinine and other preparations, 
is also described. 

The mental disturbances of war receive a short paragraph from the pen 
of Dr. Aubrey Lewis. As a result of extended and painful experience, 
doubtless this section will be expanded next year. He mentions a lecture 
-delivered by H. A. Sandiford (Lieutenant-Colonel, R.A.M.C.) to officers 
of the R.A.M.C.; also a recent article by ,Professor Mira of Barcelona 
dealing with his experiences as chief psychiatrist to the republican army 
during the recent Spanish civil war. ' 

The recent innovations, insulin and cardiazol, used in the treatment of 
schizophrenia, are fully dealt wit~ by Dr. Aubrey Lewis. 
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A review of recent work inconnexion with certain surgical diseases 
of the stomach by Rendle Short includes some excellent coloured illustra
tions of the gastropic appearances presented by certain of these diseases. 

Macclonald Critcpley contributes an article of considerable topical 
interest dealing with the medical hazards undergone by submarine crews; 
amongst other interesting items the dangers attending escape by means of 
the Davis submerged escape apparatus are fully dealt with. 

In his short review of tetanus Mr. Lambert makes no further mention 
of active immunization by Ramon's tetanus toxoid, although this valuable 
prophylactic measure was discussed in last year's annual and that of 1938. 
This is a matter of great current interest and importance and one hopes 
for a full review next year. 

The subject of X-ray' diagnosis is, as usual, fully dealt with by Dr. 
Brailsford. A radiograph of a fractured femur showing the early develop
ment of gas-gangrene reminds me that this is no new discovery. In an 
article by H. E. Gamlen and So. Smith published in the British Journal of 
SurgeTY in 1917 and reproduced in "The Medical Annual" of 1918, there 
appears a radiograph of a gunshot wound of the skull, the main tracks 
leading to the retained missiles being clearly demarcated by large bubbles of 
gas clue to the activities of gas-forming organisms within the brain. 

I have only been able to skim the surface of this very excellent digest 
which deserves, nay demands, an honoured place on every up-to-date _ 
practitioner's bookshelf. S. S. 

CLINICAL PRACTICE IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES. By E. H. R. Harries, M.D. 
Lond., M.RC.P., D.P.H., D.l\LRE., and M. Mitman, M.D.Lond., 
l\LRC.P., D.P.H., D.M.R.E. Wi.th a foreword by W. AlIen Da.,}cy, 
M.D.Lond., F.R.C.P., D.P.H. Edinburgh: E .. and S. Livingstone. 
1940. Pp. xii+468. Price 17s. 6d. 

An up-to-date clinical treatise on infectious diseases is always welcome, 
the more so as in this case the two authors are superintendents of large 
fever hospita.Js and can therefore speak with authorit~T in the light of their 
extensive experience. 

Little' recent work of importance dealing with the range of disea,ses 
here discussed appears to have been omitted and a full and adequ?>te des
cription is given of the uses and limitations of sulphonamide therapy. 

Adequate and up-to-date descriptions are given of certain diseases of 
speeiaJ war-time interest and importance such as Weil's disea,se and the 
louse-borne infections, epidemic typhus, trench fever ano reJapsing fever, 
all of which must almost inevitably come into prominence hefore this war 
is over. 

Most of the illustrations dealing with rasheR are, partly from considera
tions of economy, partly for the sake of simplicity and greater clarity, 
restricted to simple line and colour drawings. It must be admitteel that 
this method which indicates the distribution of the rash but gives little 
hint as to its nature, has its advantages-and disadvantages. 
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Dr. Allen Daley, in his foreword, rightly states that the work should 
appeal to a wide circle of readers, including the busy practitioner, students 
reading for their qualifying examinations (also for D.P.H.), fever hospital 
residents and M.O.H.s. To this list one might add all R.A.M.C. officers 
in attendance on troops, especially D.A.D.sH. and others whose special 
duty it is to wrestle with general problems of health as they affect the 
military popUlation. 

The authors are to be congratulated on having produced a book which 
is, on every score, to be recommended for perusal and retention by the 
large body of readers for whom it is intended. S. S. 

ORGANIZATION, STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF THE ARMY MEDICAL 

IN WAR. Second Edition. By Lieutenant-Colonel T. B. 
M.B., Ch.B., R.A.M.C. (Ret.). 1940. Pp. xvi + 496. 
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. Price 15s. 

SERVICES 

Nicholls, 
London: 

The second edition of the book on Army Medical Organization has now 
appeared. It contains just over 500 pages, an increase of about 100 pages, 
due to the inclusion of chapters on the Organization of Hospitals in E.M.S., 
Air Medical Transport and the Anti-Aircraft Medical Services. 

At the present time, a large number of medical officers are undertaking, 
for the first time, duties as Commanding Officer. Many are engaged in 
learning the rudiments of their new military profession. . 

Those who have studied medical arrangements in the light of modern 
tactics, and have undergone practical experience of a warfare .of rapid 
movement, ruthless attack and frequent air-raids, with dive-bombing and 
machine gunning, etc., have found that an almost entirely new scheme 
has to be devised. General policy has to be altered; fresh details have to 
be worked out; and no set and stereotyped plan can be relied upon. 

It may be useful to follow accepted ideas and scheduled plans in certain 
circumstances. But at the present time, fluidity, elasticity and rapid 

. improvisation are the key-notes of successful organization. The organizing 
officer, whether commanding a unit or administering a higher medical 

. formation, must be up and about day and night during active operations, 
seeing everything for himself, helping-out in difficulties, arriving at instant 
decisions ~nd taking appropriate action. 

Liaison, Camouflage and Conferences are a few of the subjects, a knowledge 
of which is essential at the present time. 

In making medical arrangements in mobile warfare, intercommunications 
and control are vital. A chapter could well have been devoted to this 
subject alone, including details of message-writing. 

The subject of Operation Orders is well treated. But in war, medical 
departments of the staff should never issue operation orders. A very brief 
"medical para." for inclusion in Administrative instructio1).s is all that is 
necessary in higher formations; and in units such as Field Ambulances, 
or C.C.S.s, simple" instructions," or " medical arrangements," are all that 
is necessary. 
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Turning to the new chapter under" Air Transport," it will be observed 
that no mention is made either of the contra-indications for carrying surgical 
cases, or of the B.R.C.S. Air-Ambulance Organization which was commenced 
in 1931. 

The chapter on Anti-Aircraft Medical Services is very brief, and that on 
the E.M.S. Services full and well written. The Army now collects casualties, 
hands them over to the Ministry of Health, and is informed that its respon
sibility ceases immediately the soldier crosses the threshold of the hospital. 

.The Army's legal responsibility may cease at this point, but its anxiety 
begins, because there is no further control, and many of the advanced 
hospitals are not organized for mass surgery. Liaison officers, however, 
have now been appointed, hence conditions may be improved. A magni
ficent piece of machinery has been built up: it. only remains to be seen 
how it works. 

Medical Military Organization cannot be learned from the book. In 
the Field, a small pocket-book, compiled by the officer himself, is the answer. 

Colonel Nicholls' book is eminently an academic production, which 
should be found on the shelves of all libraries. E. M. C . 

• 
1Rotices.1 

"HYPOLOID" DIGOXIN AND NORMAL SALINE. 

DIGOXIN is a pure, stable, crystallized glucoside isolated from the leaves 
of Digitalis lanata; it was discovered and is prepared at the Wellcome 
Chemical Works, Dartford. 

When giving "Hypoloid" Digoxin intravenously, it is necessary to 
dilute the solution immediately before administration with ten times the 
volume of sterile normal saline solution. 

For the convenience of practitioners, Burroughs Wellcome and Co. now 
issue" Hypoloid " Normal Saline Solution (Sterile), in boxes of 6 X 10 c.c. 
ampoules, and also in a combined packing containing 6 X 1 c.c. ampoules_ 
" Hypoloid" Digoxin with 6 X 10 c.c. ampoules "Hypoloid" Normal 
Saline Solution (Sterile). 

MESSRS. MAY AND BAKER inform us that they have prepared a second 
edition of their pamphlet on Opacol and of the pamphlet on Uropac. A 
second edition of the pamphlet on Myocrisin for the Chrysotherapy of 
rheumatoid arthritis and of the one on Neo-hydriol have also been printed. 
Copies of these pamphlets can be obtained on application to Messrs. May 
and Baker, Pharmaceutical Specialities, Ltd., Dagenham. 

1 These notices are for the purpose. of acquainting officers with the latest developments 
in therapeutics, but do not imply that the preparations mentioned have been added to the 
list of authorized d,rugs. 
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