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and quote~Kobert,who reported on a series of twenty-two cases of Latrodectus 
bite treated in Russia in 1888. They describe the venom as a toxalbumen 
which has been shown to be about fifteen times as potent as that of the 
prairie rattlesnake (Crotalus albicans). Generalized muscular pains of an 
agonizing character with nausea, vomiting, and profuse sweating, are 
described as the usual symptoms. Manson-Bahr states that the abdominal 
rigidity may simulate appendicitis. He describes the venom as a hremolysin 
causing inflammation and cedema at the site of injection with numbness of 
the part, urticarial rash, nerve-pain, muscular rigidity and spasm and some
times sloughing of the skin in the neighbourhood of the bite: There was 
no local lesion in the case now described, not even the mark of the. bite being 
de.tecta ble. 

SUMMARY. 

A case of spider bite is described which presented symptoms of per
forated peptic ulcer. The patient could speak no English and, if no inter
preter had been available, he would undoubtedly have been subjected to a 
laparotomy. 

Our acknowledgments are due to Colonel H. G. Peake, who commanded 
the hospital, for permission to publish this case. 
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MODIFICATION OF PORTABLE DISINFESTOR. 

By CAPTAIN CRUICKSHANK, 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 

THE modification affects the method of heating the water in the boiler. 
The boiler is the usual 5-gallon oil drum. Iii each end of it is cut a 

circular hole, 3 illcheswide at the top, and 9 inches wide at the bottom mid. 
Then, through the centre of the drum, is welded a metal cone made of some 
heat-resisting metaL The diameters of the upper and lower ends of the 
cone correspond to the two' diameters of the holes cut in the drum ends. 
The lips of the cone are welded to the lips of these two holes. 

Three metal legs are fixed to the bottom of the boiler. The last requisite 
is a strip of metal, whose width is slightly more than the height of the legs, 
of length approximately three-quarters the circumference of the drum and 
curved tp correspond with tl~e curve of the drum. 

The filling pipe and steam outlet j1re as in the plan sent out by an 
A.D.M.S.,/the only other modification being a _drain tap at the bottom of 
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the boiler, so that it may be used as a means of easily providing hot water 
in the field. 

Operation.-Anything that will burn may be used as fuel. The boiler 
should be set up on a fairly open space; and the curved strip of metal should 
be adjusted round the legs so that the gap in it is facing the direction from 
which the wind is blowing.. At the beginning, the "volcano" should be 
primed with paper .. When this is alight, add a few small pieces of 

Filli(lg pipe 

m outlet 

~~rain tap 

wood and then some larger pieces. In a few minutes time, if there is a 
good draught blowing up through the volcano, the flames~ should be at or 
above the top. Keep it like this by adding bits of wood from time to time 
and steam should be obtained in about ten minutes. 

The advantages of this method of heating are that it is more compact 
than an oil and water flash drip, one is independent of oil or petrol for 
fuel and steam is obtained quickly. As a means of obtaining hot water in 
the field it is excellent, the water becoming hot in a very few minutes. 

THE USE OF THE I KW. LIGHTING SET IN THE 
TREATMENT OF SHOCK. 

By CAPTAIN D. A. G. BROWN, 

Royal Army Medical Corps. 

THE work of a main dressing station in the field is very largely concerned 
with the treatment of shock and the problem of treating numbers of shocked 
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