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Current Literature. 

JOURNAL OF THE AME;RICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 1940. Sept. 28. 
Vol. 115. No. I3.P. 1121.-Sensitivity to Liver Preparations. 
[Queries and Minor Notes.1 

The patient referred to in this note was a woman aged 38, suffering 
from anremia. From time to time during the past eight years she has 
tried to take preparations of liver, parenterally and otherwise, but was 
unable to continue after three or four doses owing to the production of 
allergic symptoms-urticaria, facial flushing and cedema;. when given 
per ~8 the liver caused much naUSea. Such ,a condition is, fortunately, 
rare, but is a serious one in patients suffering from anremia. The question 

. is what should be done. Desensitization is not likely to be very successful; 
attempts to control the effect by the use of drugs, ephedrin or barbiturates 
is not advisable. It may be found that trial of several preparations may 
result in the discovery of one which is tolerated-a troublesome and perhaps 
a tedious procedure-failing which there is nothing but to give the liver by 
mouth and try to overcome the nausea. -H. H. S. 

Reprinted from "Tropical Diseases Bulletin," Vol. 38,1941, No. 6 . 

• 

Reviews. 

GRAY'S ANATOMY. Twenty-eighth Edition. Edited by T. B. Johnston, 
M.D., and J. Willis, M.D., M.S. London: Longmans, Green and Co. 
1942. 1,347 illustrations. Pp. ,xx + 1558. Price £3. 

The improvements and additions in this. edition are all the more praise
worthy when the war-time difficulties faced by the editors and publishers are 
remembered. The names of Professor FrancisDavies who has revised and 
largely rewritten the section on the Digestive System and of Dr. Denny 
Brown, writing on the functional significance of the cerebellum, are added 
to the panel of distinguished contributors of the many editions of Gray·s. 
The compromise nomenclature of the B.R. termin6logy has been adopted 
but where confusion may be present the B.N.A. terms are retained or a. foot
note explanation given. For example, no room for doubt can be left that 
the term first palmar interosseus muscle describes what the B. N .A. regards 
as the deep head of the flexor pollicis brevis. The more sentimental of us 
must accept with regret but with no rancour the continued omission of bUr 

old favourite names-Poupart does not get a mention! But the terminology 
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presented is a sound workable one and should he acceptable to the reason-
able. The increased and welcome use< of colour in many of the illustrations 
has in noway spoilt the character of the old" Gray's" pictures. 

The general tendency of all Anatomy Schools to pay much attention to 
applied Anatomy is evident in the stres<s laid upon the synergic and fixative 
functions of muscles rather than on their academic action and, again, Major 
T. T. Stamm has been called upon < to present the views of the orthop<edic 
surgeon. The< extra radiographs printed are further evidence of this tend
ency-int the next edition it would be an advantage if the accuracy of fig. 
1,095 representing the bronchial tree as described by the late H. P. Nelson 
could be supported by good lipiodol b.ronchograms r~presenting b6ih the 
antero-posterior and lateral views. An authoritative and fuller description 

/ of the branches of the bronchial tree and of the broncho-pulmonary segments 
would be welcome for many papers on this subject continue to appear with 
the result that a confused nomenclature is in danger of being formed. 

The fine quality of. Gray's has been enhanced in this edition and we must 
demur with the publisher's note that the" '!\Tar Gray," like its twenty-seven 
predecessors, is primarily a textbook for students. It is surely the authori
'tative British textbook of Anatomy and an indispensable reference volume for 
all Post-Graduates.« 

A. L. D'A. 

MODERN TREATMENT YEARBOOK, 1942. Edited by Cecil P. G. Wakeley, C.B., 
D.Sc., F.R.C.S., F.R.s.£., F.A.C.S., F.R.A.C.S. (Hon.). 13 plates, 19 
figures. London: Medical Press and Circular. 1942. Pp. xvi + 
300. Price 12s. 6d. 

This volume is the eighth of its series. It contains forty-five articles 
on topics of medical and surgical interest, and is divided into two sections 
cc-the first of general interest and the second entitled" vVar Medicine and 
Surgery." Its purpose is to keep the practitioner informed of the latest 
methods of diagnosis and treatment in the subjects with which it deals. 

As is customary in this type of book, each chapter comprises a separate 
article, each article is contributed by a different author and the standards 
of the articles are as· varied< as the authors are numerous. It would be 
invidious to separate the wheat from the chaff and we will be content to state 
that the book obviously must fu1<fil its purpose of supplying the practitioner 
with many neat synopses indicating the trend of modern therapeutics in 
ma~y branches of medicine and surgery. The value of the work would have 
been greatly increased if the editor had arranged the chapters so that the 
articles were in relevant sequence and not jumbled together haphazardly 
apparently as they were culled from the pages of the Medical Press and· 
Circular. 

R. M. B.MACK. 
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STANDARD NOMENCLATURE OF DISEASE AND STANDARD NOMF;NCLATURE OF 
OPERATIONS. Third Edition. Edited by Edwin P. Jordan. M.D: 
Chicago: American Medical Association. 1942. Pp. xy + 1022. 

The work on this Nomenclature was initiated by invitation of the New 
York Academy of Medicine on March 22, 1928. The basic plan of the work 
was adopted on November 24, 1930, at the Second National Conference. The 
first pUblication was in 1932. The present edition has been brought out 
under the ::egis of the American Medical Association, with Dr .. Haven 
Emerson asChairnian,and has appointed a committee to C<I.rry out the work. 
This committee has pad the benefit of the co-operation of special committees 
in each of the fields concerned and of Dr. EdwinP. Jordan; M.D., as 
editor. 

, Although it is pointed out in the Preface. that there is no essential differ
ence between this and, previous editions,tliere are in fact" about thirty-fiv~ 
hundred additions, . deietions and corrections". to the original diagnostic 
entries. The method of classification, which is well adapted to the card 
index system of hospital entries, "depends on -two primary .factors; the 
portion of the body concerned (topographic) and 'the cause of the disorder 
(etiologic). These two elements are designated by numerical digits separated 
from each other by a hyphen. The first three digits in the disease code 
describe the topographic site, the last three, following the hyphen, describe 
the etiologjc agent." 

Topo graphic' Classification. 
000 - Di~eases of the body as a whole. 
100 - Diseases' of the integumentary system. 
200 - Diseases of the musculoskeletal system~ 
300 - Diseases of the respiratory system. 
400 - Diseases of the cardiovascular syst~m. 
500 - Diseases of the h::emic and lymphatic system. 
600 - Diseases of the digestive system. 
700 - Dise<).se~ of the urogenital system. 
800 - Diseases of the endocrine system. 
900 - Diseases" of the' nervous system. 
xOO - Diseases of the organs of special sense. 

These major groups are further dIvided in order to speCify a definite 
organ or part of an organ. The digestive system, for instance, is designated 
by 600 -, and if the st'omach, the fourth organ listed in the system, is affected 
the digits will be 640 - .. 

Etiologic Classijicatioll.-Under this heading, thirteen major classifica-
tions are included, the hyphen preceding the number in, this case. 

- 000 Diseases /due to prenatal influences. 
--: 100 Diseases due to a lower plant or animal parasite. 
- 200 Diseases' due to a higher plant or animal parasite. 
- 300 Diseases due to intoxication. 
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- 400 Diseases due to trauma or physical agent. 
- 500 Diseases secondary to circulatory disturbance. 
- 550 Diseases secondary to disturb~nce of innervation or of 

psychiccontroI. ' 
600 Diseases due to or consisting of static mechanical abnormality, 

(obstruction, calculus, displacement or gross change of form) due 
to unknown cause.' . 

700 Diseases due to disorder of, metabolism, growth ,or nutrition. 
- 800 New growths. 
- 900 Diseases due to unknown or uncertain cause with structural 

. " 

reaction alo l1e manifest; 'hereditary and familial diseases of this 
nature. . 

- xOO Diseases due to unknown or uncertain cause with the func
tional reaction alone manifest; hereditary and familial diseases 

. of this nature. 
- yOO Diseases of undetermined cause. 

The topographic and etiologic classifications are set out from page 3 to 
page 94, each system being divided into its constituent parts represented by 
the intermediate numbers. Thus pneumonic disease of the lungs would be 
classified as an acute interstitial disease of the respiratory system and the 
affection of the organ would add the st;cond and third digits in the top~
graphic classi,fication while the etiologic would be brought in by adding the 
number of the Diplococcus pneumonire making the entry 368-101. Similarly, 
a tuberculous lung lesion would be 360--123. 

A Nomenclature of Diseases follows which extends from page 97' to 
page 616. After. this there is a Disease Index, then a Table of Eponymic 
Diseases and finally a Standard Nomenclature of Operations. Under this 
last heading "those digits appearing before the dash correspond exactly 
with those used in the Standard Nomenclature of Disea~e. The operative 
procedure completes the code and is expressed by the digits ,following the 
dash." , 

The main operative procedures are:-

. - 10 Incision. 

- 1 Excision. 
- 2 ~mputation. 
- 3 Introduction. 
- 4 Endoscopy., 
- 5 Repair. 
- 6 Destruction. 

7 Suture. 
- 8 Manipulation. 

Thus operation on the liver, consisting of incision only, would be 680-00; 
or with drainage 680~2 (abscess, cyst). Operation on the 'abdomen consist-
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ing of laparotomy would be indicated by this heading 060--01; repair of 
inguinal hernia would be shown as 0601-50; ~md so on. 

In the British Army we, of course, follow the British " Nomenclature of, 
Diseases" and all oui statistical records are b~sed upon this work. But we 

, greet this effort at Classification with an admiration which is well deserved 
by a bold and thorough setting forth of all the diagnostic subtleties of medi-
cal and surgical expression. ' 

ARCHITECTURAL PRmCIPLES IN ARTHRODESIS. 

M.Ch., F.R.e.S. Edinburgh: E. and S. 
+ 131. Price 21s. net. 

By H. A. Brittain, M.A., 
Livingstone., 1942. Pp. xi 

At this time, when severe injuries affecting joints are accumulating, it is 
to be expected that, in the not too distant. future, many of these will 'need 
some form offixation; this book comes at an opportune moment. 

The title" Architectural Principles" aptly describes its objective, a goal 
within the sight of the reader by the end of the third chapter. 

Engineers pay tribute to the problem of Static Mechanics as demonstrated 
in early architecture and buildings. The writer has ingeniously based his 
fundamental principles on examples of these well known to all and to whom 
the wonders of a fiying buttress were always impressive. 
. In the early chapters one fact stands out clearly emphasized, "A strut 

in compression is more. stable than a similar strut in tension." The writer 
has used this to achieve greater stability for grafts at the same time simplify
ing the problem of post-operative fixation in plaster; the principle is evident 
throughout each type of arthrodesis described. One exception to this policy 
is' however seen in the' case of the spine where the reasons for a changed 
technique are set out. In this a method of cutting' chip grafts, twice 
described on pages 71 and 22, is used which makes one wonder whether the 
author is not over enthusiastic for this special method. 

A pleasing omission is that of unnecessary detailed points of operative 
technique; these have been left to the personal methods of Jhe surgeon. 
Laborious reading is avoided leaving a brief but adequate mental picture of 
separate stages in the operation as also the mechanical and pathological aims 
in the mind of the writer. 

The drawn illustrations are excellent but perhaps the selection of X-rays 
is most helpful. These are· untouched and therefore show a true and 
accurate view of the stages together with the end result of each operative 
method. 

The reading is easy and pleasant; with the reasonable price for such a 
well produced book it will be a useful addition to the library of surgeons 
faced with these problems in the near future. 

W.E.A . 

• 
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