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connection with Administrative Medical Officers, Commanding Royal 
Engineers and Commanding Officers, while he reports at intervals to the 
Principal Medical Officer. The same thing must happen in war time, 
and if the Principal Medical Officer cannot so far trust his Sanitary 
Officer it is presumed he will promptly get rid of him as useless. In 
small areas, like some of the colonies, the case is different, and the 
military Sanitary Officer's duties are confined to laboratory work, as the 
Principal Medical Officer is always on the spot, and there is no room for 
initiative on the part of the Sanitary Officer, This, however, does not 
tend to make him efficient for his duties in time of war. 

The post of military Sanitary Officer will not be at all an enviable one 
in war if he is deprived of'liberty of action, as he will always be the first 
person called to attend when infectious disease breaks out. 

May I, in conclusion, make a strong protest against the ungrammatical 
appellation of "Sanitary Officer"? We talk rightly of " sanitary dust
bins," "sanitary carts," and so forth, but unless we mean that all other 
officers are insanitary and unhealthy we should be styled "Sanitarian 
Officers," as is the case in foreign armies, and this would rightly define 
our duties. 

Jamaica, 
March 27th, 1907. 

I am, &c., 
E. CARRIeR FREEMAN, 

lrIay'or, B.A.M.C. 

A REJOINDER (vide EDITORIAL, VOL. VIIL, No. 3). 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SIR,-It is just about as unprofitable to argue with an Editor as it is 
to reason with a Bengal tiger when he has got you down, both of them 
are so manifestly" top dog." Once in the rashness of my youth I tried 
it, with the result that the said Editor, after devoting a column or so to 
obloquy and genial abuse at my expense, blandly closed the controversy 
in the curt footnote, "this correspondence must now cease." They say, 
" there is no fool like an old fool," and instead of profiting by my youthful 
experience, I am once more laying myself open to pulverisation. 

And first I should like to say, that in writing my original letter 
nothing was further from my mind than to " crab" the Journal, or to find 
fault with its Editor. It has done, and is doing, good work for the Corps, 
and we are all too sensible of the obligation under which we lie to its 
conductor-a thankless job at the best-to be so graceless as not to be 
grateful. Rather was it an attempt, by implication and suggestion
good, bad, or indifferent-to give a helping hand along the path to success 
-91' should I not say increased success ?-and assist in the regeneration 
of those one hundred and twenty backsliders. I did not know, when 
I wrote, that there were so many, and I am sorry to learn it· now, nor 
have I much patience with them, for surely, _there is such a thing as 

copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-08-05-18 on 1 M
ay 1907. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


Oorrespondence 555 

loyal and unselfish support of an avowedly good object, in spite of 
individual indifference or distaste. Perhaps I am not so forbearing as 
I might be, but I can scarcely concede much weight to the res angusta 
domi argument. I appeal, therefore, to all these officers (and retired 
officers also) to wipe out this slur upon their loyalty forth with. 

Is it not a bit unkind to suggest, as you do-by implication anyhow
that I have contrasted two kinds of papers, " The Investigation of Malta 
Fever," and" The Humour of Indian Sanitation," to the detriment of the 
former? I did not! I am a shocking bad pharmacist, I admit, but I at 
least have a sufficient knowledge of incompatibles to avoid attempting to 
mix oil and water. I have nothing but the deepest admiration for the 
work done in Malta, and I have followed the progress of the investigation 
with the keenest interest; though you may not credit me, I have culled 
a good deal of it from the labyrinth of the unfortunate numerical + and
monkeys (not without travail of soul, however), and much of it from the 
pages of the Journal. Curiously enough, in the number before me, there 
is a very lucid paper-if you will permit me to say so-on this very 
subject, which lends strong support to the argument I advanced, viz., 
that non-experts hunger for results and not for too much detail. The 
title of the paper is "Recent Researches into the Epidemiology of Malta 
Fever," it was read before the Epidemiological Society by one Colonel 
David Brnce, C.B., F.R.S., D.Sc., and I can confidently commend it to 
your careful perusal. 

" The main function of this Journal is to assist in the development of 
the Army Medical Service into a scientific Corps, by which a large part 
of the scientific medical work of the Empire would be done." Thus you 
wrote in 1904, and the ambition is sufficiently laudable. But, I recollect 
well that I demurred then, as I do now, and that for two reasons: first, 
that the words imply that hitherto it had not been a scientific Corps, the 
which I submit is an unwarrantable assumption capable of ample refuta
tion, and secondly, that whilst admitting that scientific development is 
one of its functions, it by no means follows that it is the only one, nor 
within the range of practical politics. Contrariwise, I think it is 
impossible and prob~bly not desirable to conduct it on purely scientific 
lines, for there are other journals already existent better suited to this 
object and commanding a far wider clientele, which our Journal can never 
hope to emulate, now or hereafter. As Counsel would say, I suggest to 
you that when you wrote" scientific" you really meant" bacteriological," 
and the context of that editorial, if my memory does not play me false, 
gives colour to that suggestion. If so, it but accentuates the situation, 
for I think there is danger ahead from narrowness of policy, which, if not 
guarded against be times, may well mean ultimate disaster. No, Sir, the 
functions of the ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS JOURNAL are, or should 
be, manifold, embracing everything pertaining to the Corps, directly or 
indirectly, fostering it, mothering it, struggling for it, not giving undue 
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prominence to anyone part of our work, but recognising that every pad 
-administrative, scientific, clinical, therapeutic, reformative, every thing
have all their proper place. Fortunately, as you say, the Journal is what 
our officers make it, and signs are not wanting that the perspective is 
widening. 

Human nature is human nature all the world over. You have your 
pet" ism," around which (to you) the world revolves, I have mine, so 
have we all. Of course, it was national heresy on my part to. write 
anything in humorous vein-there was always the waste-paper basket, 
however. I am by no means sure, though, that in ridicule we do not 
possess a very potent weapon wherewith to combat" stupidity," for it is 
of the very essence of that attribute to ignore scientific investigation, no 
matter how conclusive, whilst it will respond readily enough to the shaft 
of satire. Moreover, in the case at issue, I was not ridiculing inaction on 
points which are still scientifically sub jttdice-that would he both futile 
and foolish-but I was referring to matters of everyday common sense. 
We do not require scientific investigation, for instance, to teach us that a 
dry-earth latrine within a dozen yards of a cookhouse is not sanitary 
salvation. Nor have I any wish to belittle bacteriology; it is a grand 
science, and the possibilities before it are dazzling; personally, I think 
that now, in its adolescence, it is doing for clinical and preventive 
medicine what it did for surgery in its infancy, but that is far from 
admitting that it is the be-all and end-all of scientific medicine. Pre
vention is indubitably the goal we strive for, but we must not forget that 
this millennium is still very much in posse, and consequently be led into 
the serious error of neglecting the in esse; nor is it seemly, in pursuit of 
our individual "isms," to wax contemptuous of the work of other 
labourers in the vineyard, if for no higher reason than the fact that the 
retort ignoramus ignorabimtts is so very obvious. 

In conclusion, permit me to tell you a little story. As a Scotsman, 
you are well aware of the Presbyterian puritanism which is so prevalent 
in our native land-perhaps not so much now as in the days of our 
boyhood. The story goes that a Free Kirk Elder, observing a brother 
Elder taking a " constitutional" on Sunday, was moved to remonstrance. 
"Mr. McQueen," said he, "I'm astonished to see siccan a backsliding, 
walkin' on the Sawbath day." To which he received the startling and 
staggering reply: "Mr. McTavish, I div' not see ony harm ava in walkin' 
on the Saw bath, and moreover, I'm thinkin' verra seriously of introducin' 
an occasional damn into ma conversation." History does not relate what 
was the effect on' Elder McTavish, but I think the moral deduction for us 
is obvious. I put it to you, Sir, that possibly there are other things 
greater and grander even than preventive medicine, and that in face of 
the triumphant outcome of the Malta Commission. 

" So careful of the type she seems, 
So careless of the single life," 

is a' couplet which occurs to me as pointing that moral, for we cannot 
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deny that even the Micrococcus melitensis is a type-but I am trending 
towards my own pet" ism," and that has nothing to do with the subject. 
In all humility I would suggest that the moral is contained in one word, 
"tolerance," a word which trips glibl y from the tongues of most, but 
which is but too often belied by our actions. Perchance, though, some 
of us may not be too old to lay a good lesson to heart, and if we cannot 
go quite so far as a descent into the arena, we may still recognise the 
fact, that the intrdouction of "an occasional damn into the conversa· 
tion," is not necessarily valueless. Quot homines, tot sententi03 may be 
accepted as a truism, but all the same it has its limitations. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. H. FORMAN, 

Bombay, Colonel, R.A.M.C. 
March 26th, 1907. 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL COLLEGE: AN APPEAL. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE" JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

My DEAR COLoNEL,-May I ask you to be good enough to find a 
corner in the Journal for the following appeal? 

As the Royal Army Medical College will shortly be opened, this 
seems to be an appropriate moment to bring before my brother officers 
a want which becomes more and more acute; this is, that there is no 
properly organised department of the Pathological Museum devoted 
to the collection, identification and classification of the biting flies, 
insects and other parasites, which play such a large part in the trans· 
mission of disease, and especially of the tropical diseases to which the 
soldier is so liable. 

Tt has long been my wish to organise such a department, and thanks 
to the kindness of some of my brother officers, I have already the nucleus 
of a collection. In our cramped and temporary home on the Embank· 
ment there was no room to expand in this direction, but this excuse is 
no longer available, and in our new College there will be ample accom· 
modation. 

The need of such a collection requires no advocacy from me, and I am 
well aware that many have felt its absence to be a handicap to the 
advancement of research in tropical pathology. A type collection of 
m9squitoes, ticks, and other parasites of man, would be of the greatest 
use to all who are working, either to qualify themselves for original 
research in the tropics, or for the purpose of obtaining a diploma of 
tropical medicine. 

With our large and widely. distributed Corps it should be a matter of 
little difficulty to start such a collection, if only the co·operation of a few 
officers in each country could be obtained, and once started, I have little 
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