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A VISIT TO THE RUINS OF VIJAYANAGAR AND HAMPI. 

By LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C. W. THIELE. 

Royal Army Medical Oorps. 

THIS is very easily done from Bellary, and the trip well repays 
one for the short time and discomfort (?) expended to see the 
remains of what was once the flourishing capital of the Vijayanagar 
Dynasty. 

This was commenced by the Hindu King Deva Raya, or Hari
hara Devai, in 1336, and fell to pieces after the battle of Talikota, 
in 1565. Deva Raya was the late minister of Anegundi, who was 
raised to the dignity of chief of Anegundi by Muhammed Taghlag, 
of Delhi, a few years after' that fortress, Anegundi, had fallen into 
his, Muhammed's, hands. The natural protection afforded by the 
surrounding mountainous country, and the plentiful water supply 
obtainable from the Tungabhadra River, must have had something 
to. do with the fixing of this site for the old city, which became the 
birthplace and capital of an empire. The whole of it is dotted with 
bouldery hills of granite, with hardly a blade of grass on them. 

The history of this interesting kingdom is given in " A Forgotten 
Empire "I: "Founded about the year 1335, it speedily grew in 
importance and became the refuge of the outcasts, refugees and 
fighting men of the Hindus, beaten and driven out of their old 
stronghold by the advancing Muhammedans. .. If a straight 
line be drawn on the map of India from Bombay to Madras, about 
halfway across will be found the River Tungabhadra, which, itself 
a combination of two streams running northwards from Maisure, 
flows in a wide circuit north and east to join the Krishna, not far 
from Kurnool. . . . In the middle of its course the Tungabhadra 
cuts through a wild rocky country lying about 40 miles north-west 
of Bellary and north of the railway line, which runs from that 
place to Dharwar. At this point, on the north bank of the river, 
there existed, in the year 1330, the fortified town of Anegundi." 

Bellary is on the Southern Mahratta Railway, about 38 miles 
to the west of Guntakal Junction, on the Bombay and Madras 
Railway, twelve hours from Madras and twenty-one hours from 

I By Robert Sewell, late LC.8. Swan, Sonnenschein and Co., London, 1900. 
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638 A Visit fo the Ruins of Vijayanagar 

Bombay. Hospet is the nearest railway station from Vijayanagar, 
and is about 40 miles west of Bellary, on the Southern Mahratta 
Railway. 

Having come to Bellary, it was not long before we heard of the 
Hampi ruins, and naturally had a desire to pay a visit, but we 
postponed this until after the hot weather. It would well repay 
anyone having a taste for archreological curiosities to pay a visit 
to these interesting ruins, should they be within measurable 
distance of Bellary. 

There is a traveller's bungalow at Kamalapuram, the present 
villagy before Vijayanagar, 8 miles by road from Hospet. We 
first secured the use of this for three days. Having arranged our 
commissariat for the above time, we left Bellary by the 9.30 a.m. 
train and arrived at Hospet soon after 12 noon. At this station 
we had quite a decent breakfast, though the beef was rather tough. 
It seems that quite a reputation had been established at this little 
railway station for affording good meals to travellers, but lately, for 
some reason, it has fallen off. At about 1.30 we started off in 
"bandies," the native conveyance, for the traveller's bungalow at 
Kamalapuram. The road is good, except in a few places, which 
sorely need the attention of the P.W.D., and as this was our first 
experience in this native form of conveyance, we got a good shaking, 
so were rather disinclined for much sight-seeing that day on our 
arrival at the bungalow at four o'clock. But after a wash up 
and refreshing tea, which was ready for us (we took the pre
caution to send our servants on an hour or so before us), we felt 
keen to go out and see something. Anyhow, there was Mr. Sabba 
Ramayya waiting to show us the way, and telling us that we could 
have a good two hours' look before dark. The bungalow is an old 
temple converted, and consists now of a large hall, two bed-rooms, 
a bath-room, and verandah on three sides, so can accommodate two 
couples. The sub-overseer informed me that it is the intention of 
the Government to add two more rooms on the top, as the influx 
of visitors to see these ancient ruins is increasing and more accom
modation is needed. The charge is Rs. 1.8.0 a day for a couple, 
Bs. 1 for a single person. It is furnished, and one need only take 
bedding, towels, food and drinks. 

Since Lord Curzon's visit to the place about three years ago, 
steps have been taken to do much excavating and repairs to the 
buildings effected for their partial restoration, as the efforts of the 
Mahommedans for their destruction were very effectual. This work 
is being carried on by the Archreological Department of the Govern-
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U. w. 'I'hiele 63!) 

ment of India, anu sorue quite considerable sums have already been 
spent on the work, with good result. A few minutes' drive brought 
us to the cast gate entrance to Vijayanagar. There is no gate now, 
but the site of entrance is shown by tbe square-cut pillars of stone 
on either side and tbe gap in the wall. One can see the remains of 
the double wall and ditch that surrounued the town; the latter is 
now a rice field. 

The Grst place of interest we e",me to was the Queen's Bath. 
This in its time was a large roofed building about 50 feet by 30 fect 
and 6 feet deep. There is no roof now, but the walls are in a good 
sl",te of preservation. 'I'here are gaJleries around on tbe inside and 
what might be called box seats, from which places the privileged 
could see lhe performances of the swimmers. ,Vater for its supply 
was brought frOlD the Tungabhaura., some 3 miles away, in stone 
aqueducts. 

A little further on, on the left side of the road, we came to the 
large public swimming bath as it must have been; thougb only 
recently, as the result of much digging and taking out of lons of 
earth and deur;s, has this been revealed . This must be about 100 feet 
by 50 feet and 20 feet deep. Steps are cut on the sides for entering 
and leaving the bath. It was not evident how the wlLter, lLfter use, 
was got rid of. It was suggested that as labour was plentiful ",nd 
cbcl1p at the time, \vorking parties were put on and the water 
bailed out. 'l'here was no roof to this. 

The llext place of interest we c",me to was the large pile wbich 
represents what was King RlLny Raja's throne-house. The remains 
consist of a square, four-sided strllclllre, with solid blocks con
taining bricks and earth in the interior. It is raised to about 
20 to 30 feet. The b<Lse of what was the throne-house is reached 
by a flight of stone steps. These have been put inlo repair and 
one can go up and get a good view. On the four sides arc carved 
representations of elepbants, horses and soldiers. No remains of 
a roof or walls exist. O\~cr aga111st this, so to speak, is the arena, 
the place of public games, where I suppose wrestling mlLtches and 
such like took place. Tbis was lLltcrge roofed building, as evidenced 
by the s'l"are solid blocks, let into lhe ground at rcgular intervals, 
for the support of pillars, and brought to light by excavating. It 
is raised about .5 feet. On lhe east side are lhe remains of -.vhlLt 
must have been tbe main entmnce. It is about 150 feet square, 
but I did Dot measure it. 

Not many yards further along the road we came to the temple 
IIuzar Rama Chendra Svami. This is in a fair state of preserva-

43 
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640 A Visit to the Buills ~r Viju}}(lnagIl1' 

tion, and the main enLra,l1Ce and one or two other places have 
received the aitention of the resiorers to prevent further decay. It 
is a fine sample of Hindu temple and the carvings inside arc good. 
Tt is low, as are all the Ilindll iemples, and ha, a tower made of 
brick, OflHLlI1entcd \vith luany figures in various states of decay. 'rhe 
carvings on the nine black pillars in the eentml hall are be:1Uiilully 
executed. 'rhese pillars look like black marble, but 1 believe it 
was imported black stone. The carvings on the wedl to the riglit 
are of note. They represent the story of Ram"" his life and adven· 
tmes and final journey to Ceylon in search of his wife Sita, who had 
been stolen from hi ,u by the Giant Havana. "~lhe ,,,hole sericR 
is the most noteworthy thing of the kind in the ruins, alld, as has 
ueen said, is tllli(JI.Ie in ihis part o[ India."l 

Fro. 1. -HaZiH RfLtl1[l, Chendra Svumi Temple. Wall from outside. 

All around ihe outside walls oC tue temple, from the base la the 
top, arc carvings, in tiers, representing from the bOtlOIll, elephant. 
!-mldiel's. horse soldiers, foot soldlCl'S, WOlllen soldiers, and, at the 
top, (lancing girls. Lying outside this telllple is a large stone 
trough, hewn out of one solid hlock. It is 41 feet long, lIearly 3 
feet wide anel 2~ feet deep. v\Then dug out I believe it was tbe 
intenLion Lo have it taken to ]\f:Ldms, buL in moving it a crack was 
made, and so it was decided to leave it here. 

I jj The Ra.maYfl.na.." Translated illW Euglish prose from the origiual Hamlliril 
of Vnluliki. naln.kandam. Edited and published by )Ianmatha Nut.h DuLt., ALA. 
CoJenlla. 1892. 
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C. W. Thiele 641 

From bere we went to tbe enclosure of tbe Council Hall and 
other State buildings. Tbe wall is about 25 feet high, square in 
shape, and has four look-out [Lnd fight.ing to\vers, one at each angle. 
All are still standlllg. The Council Hall iR a two-storied building, 
in a very good state of preservation. It is decorated in oL'namental 
plaster. Stone steps lead to the upper storey. The surrounding 
ea.rth has been dug Ollt to lhe extent of nearly 11 fect to ele:.,r the base. 
Another stl'llCtUl'C reulfLining is a Zenana standing 111 a corner on 
the left of entrance, a very dark and gloomy place to pass oue's 
life in. Outside the enclosure we saw the elepbant stables, eleven 
stalls (H the other 78IJ of the king's elephants h"d to eoutent 
themselves with humbler quarters "). l'hese have dOtlled roofs and 
arched entrances. Al right angles to these st"Lles iB a large 
building, called the Theatre Hall. There is a bclief among some 
nat.ives that fL considerable Lreasure relllains hicld{~n underground 
somewhere within this walled compound. Search has been made 
in severa.l plaecs, but no treasnre has yet been discovered. Seeing 
that >1t tile timc of the fall of Vijayanagar into the hands of the 
Mahornmcdans a.nd the deaLh of the king, the princes trekked oU" 
Wilh all tbe gold awl precious things tbey could lay their hands on 
ill the hnrry, and wbieh amonnted i.o, it is s~tid, ]00 millions 'worth 
of gold, diamonds and precious stones, on 550 eleph"nts, I shonld 
not think much of valuc was Icft behind. 

By tue time we had got so far the light began to fail, so we 
returnec1 to Onr bunga.low, well pleased with whll.t we had seen and 
bearn from our guide. Being rather worn out after it tiring day, 'VB 

tnrned in soon after <linner, but not to sleep, as we hoped, We hnJ. 
beeu cautioned to put up mosquito nets, but being deceived by a 
cool breeze blowing, failed to do so. "Ve paiJ. tbe pen:tlty by :J, 

Bleeplcss night on account of the mosquitoes. T,ct this be a 
warning to others who might go to spend a night or lUore here
take nets and ,Ieep under them. The place has a deserved 
reputation for malaria, awl huuters about the district who fail to 
take the necessary precaution of sleeping under mosquito nets, are 
almost so,'e to geL an attack of fevcr. 

fl'be next 1llorniug, after" CbOl:1 hazri," we were off by seven to 
do the jourllcy "nd sec the various places of interest tbrough 
Vijayanagar alld Hampi on to tbe Vithalaswami Temple. Vijayan
agar was the pla,ce of residence of the kings and i11.'istocracy, and 
where the Govel'llmellL buildings existed. All these were in " 
walled enclosure, as already mentioned. 'rhe fortifications consisted 
of a double wall and ditch on the open sides to the soulh and we,t, 
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6-.12 A Visit to thp, Ruins of Vij"'!llIIwfla,j' 

the river Tungabhadra, unfordable for many miles lo the north, 
and the mountains to the north-east, 'I'hese formed a chain of 
immense strengtb, wbich must havc bcen formidable in the then 
conditions of wa.rfare. 

Hampi was the chlef commercial ccntre, and it is said tbat the 
king had :1 town house in the Inain street. ""Ve fonnd our guide 
of yesterday waiting to go with us and to put us in the way of 
seeing at ollce the places of interest on lhe way, He was the e::tuse 
of a great savin~ of time, and enabled us to see practicu,lIy all in the 
day. Until tbe Archreological Department took the work of 
restoring in hand it was difficult to get round tbe place, Now 
there is a fairish road from Kamalopuram to I-Iampi, It llIust be 
I!!entioned tbat the old site is practieltlly uninhabited except for 
the keepers in the two or three temples-where worship has been 
revived, or has never been in abeyance, as in the PampapaLi 'l'cmplc 
-and a lew poor families in Hampi. 

Passing by the places "isiled tbe previous day, wc made our way 
to tbe entrance of IIampi in our conveyance, About half a lUile 
before the gate of Hampi, wbere tbe road turns sharply between two 
small temples, in one of wbich tbe Eastern worsbip is still carried 
Oil, there is no monument, consisting of two slabs, marking the spot 
wbere two widows committed iI sati." Just outside the gate, 011 the 
left, is a large statue of Visbnu, standing about 20 feet bigb, It is 
in a fair sLate of pre~ervation, bllt has both arms broken off above 
the elbows; no temple is attacbed to this god, On going LhL'Ough 
what W,lS the main gate to HU,lllpi, we saw on the left tbe ruins of 
t.he large temple of Krisbnaswami. It was built in 151;1. The 
carvings in thiS temple are not to be compareu with t.hose in sume 
of tbe temples; it has " fine frontage. To the cast are the ruins 
of the haz.aar lcaaing to the 1llain enLrancc; the chief street of this 
bazaar is now a rice ficld The main building bas the usual com
plement of out-houses surrounding it, On a small hill above this 
is" .T<Lin temple, and near by a figure of tbe elephant god . 

A rougb bit of ro<Ld and sharp ascent brought us to tbe crest of 
the hill, and tbe ruins of Hampi and the ebief temple Pampapali 
came into view witb the Tungabhadra beyond, 

This telllple escaped destruction "l tbe bands of the Mahom
medans; wby it was overlooked or undisturbed is not clear. rrhe 
Brahmans assert thltt the power of the god was so great "nd forbad 
it. It is held in great veneration by the Hindus, ",nd pilgrimages 
rue made from great distances to worsbip and batbe in tbe 
'l'ungabhadra, Of recent years tbis bas been stopped on account 
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0. W. Thiele 643 

of the spreading of plague. Its endowment consists of tbe revenue 
obl:1ined from several villages in the neigbbonrhood. 

On the hills above arc five Jaio teJUples, of course deseded, 
and "bove these a small shrine built entirely of stone, wbich is sup
posed to be of great antiquity. Palllpapati is built practically on 
the river bank, and has a great tower, "which was erected by Krish 
Deva Haya. to celebl'ate his accession," and is (luite i1 feature. On 
entering we canle to the outer court, in which we saw a small 
complement of visitors and worshippers, bullocks a"u donkeys; tbe 
place was very dirty. Though llot allowed to enter, we looked 
through the g",te to the inner court beyond, behind whicb was a 

Fw. 2.-r.~mpapali Tomple. 

shl'ine and the resting place of the god, represented by a [OUlld 

stone in the shape of balf a football, so we were told. Some parts 
of this temple are said to be older than the beginning of tbe kIng
dom of Yijayanagar itself. 

We now went down the main street of the principal of the 
bazaars that constituted Hampi, with the remaills of houses and 
shops. Many are of fair si m, with "''' upper storey, while others 
were small, only of one storey, and probably were the shops. There 
is no sign 01 heautyof design ",bout any of them, and we cOllld not 
pick ont wbicb of the hOllses might bave heen Lhe king's towu 
house. What strikes one is the fine \vidc street, at least 35 yards, 
which is so mnch in contrast with the usual uarrow strcets th",t 
make up the present bazaars. At the cnd of this street, of abollt 
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644 A Visit to the Ruins oJ Vijaya,nagal' 

800 y~rds, you come on tbe riv'er by a sb,up turn to the left. Wc 
now had to le,wc our conveyance and walk for about a mile and a 
half. A rough embankment, about 20 feet high when the river is 
not in flood, has been built, so that one may continue along the 
river bank for about 200 yards until Kodanda Ramaswami temple is 
reached, on the bank of the river. 'Worship is still carried on here. 
It did not seem of much importance, so we passed on, leaving it 011 

Our right. Taking a little turn inwanl~ from the river, another 
section of old Hampi came into view. It consisted o[ ruins of 
houses, which appeared to be of lesser importance than Hampi 
proper, on hoth sides of a wide street. This goes by the name of 
"Dancing Girls' Street," and is now a rice field. 1 could get no 
explanation as to tbe name. At tbe top of the street is Achyu. 
taraganiswami Temple. fl'bis is a good district for panthers, ;10<1 

the keen sportslllan hardly ever fails to secure his animal, even 011 
his first haut. A night or two before our visit, a panther had 
secured a cow and carried it to this temple, where he made his feast 
in peace, leaving only the bones to tell the tale. On the top of the 
high rocky hill to thc right stands the temple )Iatanga Parvatam. 
IIaving already had over four hours' going we could not face tbe 
big climb, so missed this, but I believe it is worth a visit. It is 
beiug restored, that is to say, sucb work is being spent on it as will 
prevent fnrther decay. 

Continuing our ,"valk ill a noriherly direction, we pa.sscci the 
pond on our lcft, which was said to be the bathiug place of Sit"" 
wife of Hama. Here onc sees also the ruins of " bridge which 
crossed the river. A few yards farther on "re two t",lI stone 
uprights, connected hy a stone beam. Onc would almost tbink it 
was a place of execution, but not so; the st.ory goeH that :it was 
used for hook-swinging fcstivtLls. 

Another half mile or so brought us to Vith".laswami Temple. 
One is welll'ewarded for the lI1ile and a half walk to see this place. 
It is in a fail' state of prcservalion in 801110 parts, though much 
injury W:1S done by the i\lahommedans. It is surrounded by a 
high wall, and consists of several buildings. 'rhe carvings are 
beautifully and marvellously executed, representing the usual type 
of figures and animals. This appears to be a lost art among the 
Hindus. All the main pillars, with magnificent carvings on tbe,u, 
arc,vl'ought out of single blocks of sione. A fine specimen in the 
centre of tbe court is the car carved out of one huge gmnite boulder, 
and has two elephants in front. A large crack, which rendered it 
iu danger of falling in two, bas recently been repaired. 'l'bis temple 
was lleVel' furnished or consecrated. 
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fl'Lis temple, as usun.l, had its adjoining complement of houses 
and shops in front, forming the hazaar facing the nULin gate, now 
rcpresenle!l by a few ruins on each side of wh~t was once a street. 

FIG. 3.-Stone Car. Carved ont of one solid boulder. 

Fm. 4.-Yitltalu,j\1'1\llli Temple. Iaterior. 

'1'0· the east of this temple are the remains of another bazaar, the 
main street l"unlling about north and south, and at the north end is 
the temple 01 Siva. This is " deep low struetme, gloomy in the 
interior. It is a very modest erection and a.ltogether overshadowed 
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646 A Visit 10 lhe l iuills of Vijayall0,9aj' 

by Vitbalaswami, but remains as another monument to the fallen 
glory of Hampi. All along the road to Vithalaswami on the rising 
ground, bere and there, were seen "Hbny small Sain temples. T his 
was tbe end of Hall! pi. 

Being fairly tired after 0l1l' walk back wc were glad to 
have tbe " bandy" to take us back the remainder of the journey. In 
the (tfternoon we went along Ihe Rampli road . About half a mile 
ont, the first place of interest you come to is the J(tin temple of 
Ganigetti. It is not large. The tower above it is built in the series 
of steps wh ich is the most noticeable ch,wtcteristic of the J ania 
temples. About one and a quarter miles along the road we came 
to Malyav(t!lIIHl, Raghunathaswami Temple, situated on", h igh rocky 
hill on the left of the road going out . At the foot of the hill there 
is a new Juggernaut car, finely ci1rved in ""ood, almost new. fl 'his 
is taken out once a year, at festiva l time, and drawn along the 
J(,uupli road by Brahmans. It was a rather difficult business 
getting to the top of tbe hill, and more so coming dO'An, over sOlUe 
rough steps and slippery granite slopes. Coming down we found it 
safer to lake off our boots and walk in socks . It is a Vishuu temple, 
tend there is a separate one to bis wife. ,Vc were allowed to walk 
in the courtyard and unused parts, bnl not to go inside, for though 
it had oeen a deser ted temple, in recent times worship has been 
revived a,nu. is regu larly carried on no\v. Onc secs the usual 
carvings of fishes and other faneiflll monsters on the ",",lls and 
pillars, which though fairly good, do not deserve much mention. 
Many monkeys were frolicking about the courts, which disappeared 
up the walls on our approach . Bulls occupied onc of the buildings 
and the place was very dirty Outside the wall of the temple, and 
on a high er spur, is a shrine cut Ollt of a hugc boulder. From this 
spot i1 ber1Utiful view of the surrounding country is obtained, 
with glimpses of the Tungabhadm winding here and there among 
the mountains 

The whole country for miles around is mountainous, and every
where are to be seen enormous boulders of granitic rock in every 
conceivable position of ulIstlLbility: "As far as the eye can reach fol' 
ten square miles there is nothing between beaven and earth but 
boulders; the earth is paved with them, the sky is pierced wi th 
them-literally in thousands of all sizes-heaps upon heaps, in oue 
insta,nee 250 feet in height.'" 

The following morning we revisi ted some of the interesting 

I <i Ma.dras District GuzcttccrM," Eellary, by ,,-, Fraucis, Indian Civil Service. 
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Ourrent Literature 647 

places and also the underground temple in the vicinity of Hazar 
Rama Chendra. It appears underground now, because excavations 
have brought to light that the temple proper is underground as it 
now exists. Whether this was originally really so built, or became 
filled in by earth and debris at the time of the destruction of 
Vijayanagar is not certain; probably this was the case. This 
brought us to the end of our sight~seeing, and well pleased we were 
to have had the opportunity of making the visit to such· an inter
esting place in Hindu history. Not a little of the pleasure was that 
we had the advantage of the company of Mr. Sabba Ramayya to 
show us round and give us information . 

• 
\!urrent 1tterature . 

. Further Observations on the Results of Anti-typhoid Inoculations 
amongst the German Troops in South-West Africa.-A preliminary 
communication on the results of the German experience of anti-typhoid 
inoculations, of which a translation appeared in the JOURNAL OF THE 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS of March, 1907, was published in the 
Archiv. fur Schiffs-und Tropen-Hygiene in December, 1905. In the issue 
of the Deutsche Militararztliche Zeitschrift of April 24th, 1907, a further 
communication is published by Stabsarzt Dr. Kuhn, who was attached to 
the German headquarters in South-West Africa. His notes are taken 
from material in the office of the Principal Medical Officer of the 
Command, and have, therefore, a claim to being considered officially 
accurate. They &1':: based on information obtained from the lists of men 
inoculated and from the returns of enteric fever submitted to headquarters 
every ten days. Complete material is not yet available, especially in 
regard to the medical history of the cases, and, as Dr. Kuhn remarks, on 
this account a conclusive opinion regarding the value of the inoculations 
cannot yet be formed. 

The lists of men inoculated include up to date 7,287 men, some of 
whom have been inoculated once and some more than once. In none 
have bad effects following inoculation been brought to notice. () At the 
commencement, i.e., up to May, 1905, the dose of the first inoculation 
was 0'5 c.cm., for the second 1'0 c.cm., and for the third 1'5 c.cm., of 
dead agar cultures of typhoid bacilli. The inoculation material was 
obtained from the Institute of Infectious Diseases at Berlin. The 
symptoms after inoculation varied in an extraordinary manner amongst 
individuals; some showed no general symptoms at all, but the majority 
had slight fever and malaise lasting for one or more hours. About 12 to 
17 per cent. of the inoculated suffered from vomiting. About 2 per cent. 
on an average had high fever up to 1040 F., or long-continued malaise up 
to forty-eight hours. The local reaction was practically the same in all 
cases, and consisted of redness and swelling at the site of inoculation 
over an'area that could be covered by a saucer. This caused severe pain 
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