
GLOVER, J. A. 
51-2, 2. figs. 

293 

Current Literature. 

War-time Decline of Acute Rheumatism. 
[13 refs.] 

Lancet. 1943, July 10, 

In this short bilt significant paper Glover first describes the steady decline in the mean 
death rate from rheumatic fever, which had decreased from 87 per million in" 1892 to on~
seventh of that figure in 1942. Whereas in 1852,1 (2 per cent of all London hospitals admis
'sions wen~ for rheumatic fever, by 1914 this figure had fallen, according to Miller's figures for 
St. Bartholomew's, to 5 per cent. 

Since the outbrea~ of the present war the deCline in incidence of rheumatic fever has,been. 
,even more marked. In 1939 the crude death rate from the disease was 23 per million,-in 1940 ' 
it was 20·5, in 1941 it was 15·4 and in 1942 it had dropped to 12·1. With the exception of 

. the figure for 1939 all these figures were new low records. A graphic illustration is given of 
the fall in death rate from rheumatic fever and its close correspondence with that from heart 
disease. The author quotes Bach as showing that the number of London elementary' school 

. children suffering from cardiac diseas,e had steadily dropped from 2·1 per cent in 1923 to 
0·77 per cent in 1937. In 1938 the figure was 0·68 per cent. 

In discussing the probable causes of the decline, Glover finds that, altholigh rheumatism 
schemes are important preventive me.asures, their efficiency declines in war-time and " can 
hardly be related to the sudden acceleration of the decline since war began." 'He considers 
an important factor in accelerating the decline to be the decrease in poverty due to abundant 
employment in war-time; additional factors an~ the greatly increased provision of milk for 
children and the decrease of urbanization due to evacuation. But he feels that it. is probable 
that a subtle change is occurring in the relationship between man and Streptococcus pyogenes. 

In speculating on the future, the author warns us that. there have been 'several alter
nations in the history of scarlet fever in the last two centuries, between periods of extreme 
mildness ~nd periods of great virulence. As the relationship between the epidemiology of 
rheumatic fever and that of scarlet fever is close, it is possible that another period of rheumatic 
.'virulence may occur. It is his opinion, however, that unless there be a great lowering of the 
standard of life the syndrome of juve~ile rheumatism will not recover its evil·prominence. 

Reprinted/rom" Bulletin of Hygiene," Vol. 18, No. 12,1943. 

ANGEVINE, D. M., CECIL, R. L. and ROTHARD, S: Influence of Various Types of Immun
ization ~n the· Genesis of Experimental Haemolytic Streptococcus Arthritis. 
Arch. Pathology. 1942. .July, v. 34, No. 1, 18-30, 2 figs. [10 refsJ. 

Eighteen-hour broth cultures of a hremolytic streptococcus were use.d for the preparation 
offormolized vaccine, nuc1eo-protein and filtrates. A living broth culture of the same strain, 
given intravenously in doses of 0·01-2 e.c., was used for the production of arthritis. Arthritis 
was found to develop more frequently in animals immunized with repeated intravenous injec
tions of formolized streptococci than in either an intracutaneously immunized group or in 
control rabbits. Of 17 rabbits immunized intravenously and then given 2·0 C.c. of living broth 
culture 10 developed arthritis,. while 50 per cent of animals given 0·1 c.c. of culture also 
ueveloped joint les~ons. Non-immune control rabbits given the larger dose of living organisms 
also developed arthritis in 66·6 per cent of cases, whereas among those given the smaller dose 
only 2 of 19 control animals developed joint lesions. Arthritis', developed earlier in the 
immunized group of rabbits than in controls and it usually affected only one joint, whereas 
two or more joints were involved in the control group. When intra-articular injections of heat
killed hremolytic streptococci or streptococcal nuc1eo-protein were given to normal rabbits 
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the synovial tissues' of the joints were found to respond by a local inflammatory reaction to 
intravenous injections of living streptococci given ten days after ,the intra-articular injec
tion. The inflammatory reaction in 15 rabbits which received intra-articular injections was 
found to be more extensive than in a control group of 11 animals. Five of these controls, 
however, developed inflammati~n of the joints., In animals which received intra-articular 
injections the inflammatory exudate in the synovial membrane was chronic and was charac
terized by lymphocytic foci, whereas in the control animals the synovitis was more acute. 
Intravenous injections of living streptococcI produced a more extensive synovial reaction in 

• the joints of rabbits which had been treated with intravt:nous injections of streptococcal 
vaccine tha~ in those treated with either staphylococcal vaccine or horse serum. 

Reprinted from "Bulletin of flygiene," Vol. 18, No. 12, 1943 . 
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THE VENEREAL DISEASES. A Manual for Practitioners and,Students. By J ames Marshall 
1944. Pp. xi + 34~. M.B., B.S., M.RC.S., L.RC.P. London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 

Price 2ls. net. 

Marshall's" Venereal Diseases" contains within the space of 340 pages all that the average 
medical officer needs to know about the subject. 1;'he book is not intended for the expert, 
but rather for the studeni' and practitioner; it is essentially practical and little space is 
devoted to the rarer manifestations of. these diseases. There are four main sections 'on 
go'norrhrea, syphilis, other venereal diseases and technique respectively, with a very useful ' 
appendix on the sociology of V.D., This last brings home to all medical men that in under
taking the treatment of a patient suffering fr:om V.D. they owe a duty to the public, i.e. to 
trace and if possible bring under treatment all infected contacts; only so is there any hope 
of eradicating V.D. The sections on gonorrhrea and syphilis' are in accordance with modern 
ideas, the sulphonamides are well handled and the treatment of early syphilis is very thorough; 
unfortunately the wide use of penicillin which may ~ell revolutionize the treatment of both 
diseases came too late for more than' a brief reference. Other venereal and allied diseases 
are only allotted some 20 pages but this was probably necessitated by limitat~ons of space. 
The section on technique is a inost valuable one and will be very helpful to all who treat V.D. 
but who do not count themselves amongst the experts. The literary style of this book leaves 
much to be desired and there are numerous grammatical errors which will no doubt be cor
rected in future editions, but the subject-matter is eminently sound and the illustrations; 
especially the coloured plates, are quite first class. This book deserves a wide circulation. 

, T. E. O. 

CLINICAL PRACTICE IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES. Second Edition. ByE. H. R Harries, 
M.D.Lond., F.R.C.P., D.P.H., and M. Mitman, M.D.Lond., M.R.C.P., D.P.H. Edin
burgh: 'E. & S. Livingstone. 1944. Pp. xii + 570. Price 22s. 6d. 

The second edition of this book has been remodelled and great improvement has resulted 
therefrom. In spite of more economical arrangement of type and the omission of several 
tables, the book has increased by about a hundred pages. At the head of each chapter there 
is a helpful synopsis which has replaced the somewhat dull catalogue at the end of the chapters 
~n the previous edition. This innovation is a tremendous asset. There is much new material 
which includes modern'yiews on the paths of infection while meningococcal infections are 
dealt with more fully. At the end of each chapter there is a very good bibliography which will 

, be of great assistance to those who wish to study any particular subject more fully. 
The first four chapters, which deal with infection and resistance, hyper-sensitiveness, 
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