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the synovial tissues' of the joints were found to respond by a local inflammatory reaction to 
intravenous injections of living streptococci given ten days after ,the intra-articular injec
tion. The inflammatory reaction in 15 rabbits which received intra-articular injections was 
found to be more extensive than in a control group of 11 animals. Five of these controls, 
however, developed inflammati~n of the joints., In animals which received intra-articular 
injections the inflammatory exudate in the synovial membrane was chronic and was charac
terized by lymphocytic foci, whereas in the control animals the synovitis was more acute. 
Intravenous injections of living streptococcI produced a more extensive synovial reaction in 

• the joints of rabbits which had been treated with intravt:nous injections of streptococcal 
vaccine tha~ in those treated with either staphylococcal vaccine or horse serum. 

Reprinted from "Bulletin of flygiene," Vol. 18, No. 12, 1943 . 
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THE VENEREAL DISEASES. A Manual for Practitioners and,Students. By J ames Marshall 
1944. Pp. xi + 34~. M.B., B.S., M.RC.S., L.RC.P. London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 

Price 2ls. net. 

Marshall's" Venereal Diseases" contains within the space of 340 pages all that the average 
medical officer needs to know about the subject. 1;'he book is not intended for the expert, 
but rather for the studeni' and practitioner; it is essentially practical and little space is 
devoted to the rarer manifestations of. these diseases. There are four main sections 'on 
go'norrhrea, syphilis, other venereal diseases and technique respectively, with a very useful ' 
appendix on the sociology of V.D., This last brings home to all medical men that in under
taking the treatment of a patient suffering fr:om V.D. they owe a duty to the public, i.e. to 
trace and if possible bring under treatment all infected contacts; only so is there any hope 
of eradicating V.D. The sections on gonorrhrea and syphilis' are in accordance with modern 
ideas, the sulphonamides are well handled and the treatment of early syphilis is very thorough; 
unfortunately the wide use of penicillin which may ~ell revolutionize the treatment of both 
diseases came too late for more than' a brief reference. Other venereal and allied diseases 
are only allotted some 20 pages but this was probably necessitated by limitat~ons of space. 
The section on technique is a inost valuable one and will be very helpful to all who treat V.D. 
but who do not count themselves amongst the experts. The literary style of this book leaves 
much to be desired and there are numerous grammatical errors which will no doubt be cor
rected in future editions, but the subject-matter is eminently sound and the illustrations; 
especially the coloured plates, are quite first class. This book deserves a wide circulation. 

, T. E. O. 

CLINICAL PRACTICE IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES. Second Edition. ByE. H. R Harries, 
M.D.Lond., F.R.C.P., D.P.H., and M. Mitman, M.D.Lond., M.R.C.P., D.P.H. Edin
burgh: 'E. & S. Livingstone. 1944. Pp. xii + 570. Price 22s. 6d. 

The second edition of this book has been remodelled and great improvement has resulted 
therefrom. In spite of more economical arrangement of type and the omission of several 
tables, the book has increased by about a hundred pages. At the head of each chapter there 
is a helpful synopsis which has replaced the somewhat dull catalogue at the end of the chapters 
~n the previous edition. This innovation is a tremendous asset. There is much new material 
which includes modern'yiews on the paths of infection while meningococcal infections are 
dealt with more fully. At the end of each chapter there is a very good bibliography which will 

, be of great assistance to those who wish to study any particular subject more fully. 
The first four chapters, which deal with infection and resistance, hyper-sensitiveness, 
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allergy and the transmission of infectious diseases, are well written and are so explicit that 
some of the figures that remain could -be replaced by a description of some other infection 
sometimes seen in this country, such as anthrax or leprosy. Then follow chapters giving the 
clinical features and epidemiology not only of a'wide range of the more common infections 
but also including epidemic encephalitis, infectious enteritis of children, psittacosis, infective 
hepatitis, epidemic typhus, influenza and tetanus. One of the weakest.portions of this good 
book5s that concerning the treatment of 'acute and chronic amcebic dysentery. The authors 
rightly 'emphasize the pitfalls in the differential diagnosis between smallpox and chicken-pox 
and 'do their best to show how, ib. the majority of circumstances, a correct diagnosis can be 
made provided due care i.n consideration of all the clinical features is taken. All the same, 
there must be that minority of instances where it is wellnigh impossible .t9 differentiate 
between variola minor and varicella at a critical stage when an accurate diagnosis is essential 
for the safety of all. , , 

the last four chapters are devoted to the management of infectious disease by therapeutics, 
by isolation, by dietary measures and control in hospitals. 

In the reviewer's opinion" 'Clinical Practice in Infectious Diseases" is the best exposition 
both of the Clinical features and of the general management of these illnesses that has been 
publIshed: Then~ are a few glaring typographical errors but these in no way detract from a' 
well-written, concise and complete up-to-dakwork which will undoubtedly appeal to students 
ahd, as a book of reference, to practitioners and consultants alike. 

MEDICAL DISEASES OF WAR. Fourth Edition. By Sir Arthur Hurst, M.A., D.M., F.R.C.P. 
London: Edward Arnold & Co. 1944. Pp. viii + 511. Price 21s. net. 

During periods of war certain diseases,' tropical and otherwise, assume unusual importante 
as far as ServiCe personnel are concerned. It is well, therefore, that this group of diseases 
should be brought together in one volume of such a convenient size that it can be ea~ily taken 
about by Medical Officers serving with the armed forces. The riew edition of Medical Diseases 
of War by Sir Arthur Hurst contains much new material. The chapter on Infective 
Hepatitis has been reWritten and now sets out the present views on the pathogeny of this 
condition; sciatica is also given adequate consideration. 

It is a pity that the settion on Typhus does not mention up-to-date views on the vake of 
protective vaccination nor include a word about the new persistent insecticides.· The value 
of the sulphonamides in the treatment of bacillary dysentery is emphasized, but perhaps too 
little emphasis is laid on the danger of producing a chronic amcebic state by the use of emetiae 
injection alone in the treatment of protozoal dysentery. 

The results of recent researches into the treatment of malaria are well set out in the section 
on Malaria. The view that mepacrine is a causal prophylactic is, however, as a result of, 
further investigation, not now generally maintained. This is a very valuable publication 
and well worth adding to one's medical library. _ ' 

VICTORIES 'OF ARMY MEDICINE. By Colonel Edgar Erskine Hume, M.C., U.S. Army. 
London: ]. B. Lippincott Company. 1943. Pp. xiv + 250 . 

. The United States Medical Department are fortunate indeed to have a medical historian 
of the calibre pf Colonel E. E. Hume to record their glorious and many-sided history in the 
glowing pages of his engrossing and excellently documented" Victories of Army Medicine." 
Wartime exigencies of space and paper unfortunately preclude other than the 'briefest and 
most superficial of reviews. 

One is struck, at the outset, by the wide interests of U.S. Army medicos, both within and 
outside the bounds of Medicine. For instance, an imposing list of members of the Medical 
Department' who have achieved high office in non-medical branches of the Army includes 
two Secretaries for War (W. Eustis and J. McHenry); a Chief of Staff and, inCidentally, an 

,unsuccessful candidate for the Presidency of the United States (Leonard Wood); and an 
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Adjutant General (F. C. Ainsworth). No parallel to these "extra~mural" achievements 
exists, as far as I am aware, in our own. Medical Corps.! 

Again, some of the greatest ornithologists in the history of the Vnited States were military 
mediCal men who, in many instances, took.up the fascinating study'of birds and their habits 
as an antidote to the monotony of life in some lonely out-station in the far or middle west. 

As in the case of our 0wn Corps, the contributions of V.S. medical men to Tropical Medicine 
have been great. and, many have achieved the widest of i~ternational renown. . 

, Names such as W. C. Gorgas, WaIter Reed, Hans Zinsser, R. P. Strong are 'picked at 
random from a host who have added lasting lustre to this fascinating branch of Medicine. 

A notable 'feature of the book is an extensive series of unusually clear portraits, mostly 
borrowed from the magnificent Army Medical Library or Museum; of men of note in the V.S. 
Army Medical Corps; these include a: well-produced coloured print of that fine all-round 

, administrator, Colonel John Shaw Billings, who numbered amongst his many achievements 
the development of the faIl\cms Surgeon General's Library (now the Army Medical Library), 
Washington, and its valuable Index Catalogue. 

Another coloured reproduction of great historical interest depicts Surgeon ]. W. Lazear 
inoculating Assistant Surgeon Carroll with the serum of a yellow fever patient in the presence 
of a distinguished company which included Major-General Leonard Wood, then Governor of 
Cuba, Dr. Carlos Finlay, and Major WaIter Reed. It is interesting to note that Carroll and 
Lazear both contracted the disease,the latter dying after having permitted an infected 
mosquito to bite him, a martyr to science. 

Yet another coloured plate shows Surgeon \Villiam Beaumont drawing off gastric juice 
. from the gastric fistula of the elusive French Canadian Alexis St. Martin, a valuable milestone 
in the elucidation of the physiology of gastric secretion. 
, Interesting sections deal with the Military Nursing Service, established in 1901 as the 

Army Nurse Corps ;' the Dental Corps; 'and the Veterinary Corps which has been, since 1916, 
one of the branches of the Medical Department of the Army. 

Needless to say, the" set up " and printing of the book are excellent and both author and 
publishers are to be congratulated on a first-class production which is, in its most compre

,hensive sense, " easy on the eye," no mean achievement in these days of paper and labour 
short~ge. 

'Lieutenant-General Sir John Goodwin, K.C.B" K.C.M,G., D.~.O., F.R.C.S.; became Governor 01 
Queensland (Australia),-ED. 
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EDITORIAL NOTICES. 
The Editor will be glad to receive original communications upon professional 

subjects, travel, and personal experiences, etc. All such articles or papers; etc., 
intended for publication' must be submitted in duplicate through the. proper 
chimnels, te., Commanding Officer and A.D.M.S., or D.D.M.S., to the Under
Secretary of State, War Office P.R. (C. & P.), and not to A.M.D.2, otherwise such 
articles are liable to be returned to the authors and this may cause delay in 
publicatiol!' 

Correspondence on matters of interest to the Corps and articles of a non-scientific 
character may be accepted for publicatiOIi under a nom-de-plume. 

All Communications or Articles accepted and published in the "Journal of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps" will (unless the Author notifies at the time of sub
mission that he reserves the copyright of the Article to himself) become the 
property of the Library and .Journal Committee, who will exereise full copyright 
powers concerning such Articles. Owing to the acute shortage of paper it is neces
sary to limit Articles submitted for publication to .the least number of pages 
possible. It is also desirable that the number of illustrations should be reduced. 

A free issue of twelve reprints, or any lesser number to the extent applied 
for, will be made to contribUtors of Original Communications and of twelve 
excerpts, or any lesser number as above, in the case of Lectures, Travels, 
Clinical and other Notes, and Echoes of the. Past. Such free reprints" or excerpts 

_ will, however, only be sent to those specifying their wish to have them and a request 
for same should accompany the article when' submitted for publication, stating the 
number of reprints or excerpts required. 

Except as in the first paragraph above, communications in regard to editorial 
business should be addressed-Cl The Editor, JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL 
COI{PS, A.M.D.5, War Office, Whitehall, S.W,I." 

MANAGER'S NOTICES. 
The Annual Subscription for the JOURNAL OF THE RoYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

is £1 payable in advance. Single copies, 2s. 6d. per copy. 
Cheques, etc., should be made payable to the ".Journal B.A.M.C.," and' crossed 

"Bolt & Co." , 

Communications in regard to subscriptions, change of address, etc., should be 
addressed" THE MANAGER, JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS, A.M.D.2, 
War Office, Whitehall, S.W.I." 

The fact that goods made of raw material. in short supply owing to war condition •. are advertised 

in the J oumal should not be taken as an indiCation that they are necessarily available for export. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Communications regarding Advertisements should be addressed
G. STREET & CO", LTD, 8, SERLE STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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