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AN APPEAL 
by 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR ALEXANDER HOOD 

Director-General Army Medical Services 

ONE of the very few gO?d' things that modern war brings in its train is a 
rapid stride forward in medical sciep.ce and discovery. . 

\. . . 
The whole world to-day holds in honour the great men who have brought us 

the blessings of Penicillin, the Sulpha drugs, blood transfusion, D.D.T. and all 
,the tremendous advances in modern medicine, surgery and anresthesia. 

Perhaps, however, we are sometimes prone to forget that all·these discoveries 
would have no practical value for u's had they not been brought to the sick and 
wounded by the vast machinery of a trained and devoted team, the backbone of 
which is the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

It might be. thought by some that a fitting memorial for a scientific Corps 
would be the endowment of research, the formation of schola,rships, the building 
of libraries and laboratories or other academic benefactions. Let us not forget, 
however, that most of the members of the team, and of the fallen we propose to 
honour, were not primarily" academic," their one aim was to be the instruments 
by which the blessings of modern science are brought to their sick and wounded 
comrades. 

Who was it, then, who made qp this team 1 We had, of course, the incalculable 
help of some of the finest intellects in our pr()fession, but most of our officers 
came to us from their practices or fresh from junior hospital appointments. 

Among our men we profited enormously by the large number of technicians; 
pharmacists, physiotherapists, laboratory workers, male nurses and many others 
who came into our ranks, but the vast majority were drawn, quite untrained, 
from bench or counter, workshop or lathe, from the study or the farm. They 
came up with no grandiose ideas of heroism and glory; all became inspired with 
our traditions of service, and over 2,000 of them paid the supreme sacrifice., . 

These were the men who dropped from the clouds with operating tables, 
lamps, instruments and all the paraphernalia of modern surgery in North 
Africa, in Sicily, at Arnhem and the Rhine. Among them were brilliant young 
surgeons who, surrounded by the enemy and wounded themselves, operated 
night and day lillder conditions of unbelievable danger and discomfort, whose 
work would have been impossible without the help of the non-commissioned 
officers and' men of the Corps. 
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These were the men who waded ashore with our Commandos and assault 
troops, carrying their equipment over their heads in watertight containers, the 
teams who did incredi~le feats of surgery in Japanese prison camps with 
carpenter's saws, odd bits of thread, old safety razor blades ana bent-up table 
spoons, and who nursed their comrades through dysentery, malaria and beri
beri with the skill and tenderness of a trained nurse. 

We t4iuk of them, too, in the Western Desert where detachments were 
sometimes captured and recaptured two or three ,times, who" none the less, 
carried on their work unremittingly, tending friend and foe alike. 

H~ving regard to all these things, we, who have survived, feel that, in the 
words of our charter, " To succour the living is the best way of honouring the 
dead." , ' , 

May I therefore make a threefold appeaH First to my comrades of all ranks 
in the Corps, let us never forget those who died or were disabled in adding so 
much to our grand traditions and let us try to set aside at least a day's pay for 
the fund. 

Secondly, may I'ask my professional colleagues in civil life for their generous 
support? There must be few who have not had contacts with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps during the war; we all appreciate the value of team work among 
'all ranks and this Fund commemorates the most eminent and the most obscure 
on equal terms. 

Finally, I should like to appeal to other Arms and Services and to the general 
public. I feel sure that there are many among the thousands who passed, sick' 
'or wounded, through our medical units who, will avail.themselves of this 
opportunity of paying a very.practical tribute to those who looked after them in 
desert, jungle, prison camp and in every theatre of war: There must, too, be 
very many 'in family circles now happily reunited who would like to make a 
thankoffering for a life saved by the Corps on whose behalf I most confidently 
make this appeal. ,.' 

Cheques, etc., should be made payable to: 
. THE HON. TREASURER, B.A.M.O. War Memorial Fund, 

clo Messrs. Glyn, Mills &1 00;, 
HoltsBran'ch, ' 
Kirkland House, 
Whitehall, 
London, S. W.!. 
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