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BRITISH JOURNAL OF SURGERy-WAR SUPPLEMENT No. l-:-WOUNDS OF THE HEAD. 
Price 30s. 

This is the first of four supplements .which will deal with war wounds. It 
sets a very high standard for subsequent sections on ab domino-thoracic wounds, 
wounds of the extremities, and plastic surgery including facio-maxillary injuries. 

Opening with a survey of neuro-surgery in the two wars, and of the history 
of the progress of the battle against infection, it goes on to a treatise on Neuro
Surgery in the Army, by the Army Consultant, which ad~inistratively and 
professionally will be of the greatest value to the Army now and in the years 
to come. 

There are sections dealing with the various campaigns; forward surgery is 
. discussed, as is primary definitive surgical tn:atment, and also the management 
of the late untreated case. The subject in all its stages and aspects is dealt 
with by British Surgeons, neurologists and bacteriologists who throughout the 
war years have rewritten the history of Army Neuro-Surgery. 

The Atlas of Head Wounds illustrating standard technique is mainly in 
colour photography and is of the highest artistic and educational value. 

This is a most important publication and its appearance at this comparatively 
early date reflects the greatest credit on all concerned. It is to be hoped that 
a copy will always be available in all military medical libraries and no Army 

. surgeon can. afford to be without one. 
D.F. 

THE CONQUEST OF THE UNKNOWN (Conquest Series No. 5). By George Bankoff, 
M.D., F.R.C.S. Macdonald and Co. (Publishers) Ltd. Pp. 169.' Price 6s . 

. This book is described by the author as the story of the eridocrine glands, . 
and is one of a series of six designed by the publishers "to make entertaining 
and lucid reading for the layman with no previous technical knowledge of the 
many wonders of contemporary medical science tb-day." It gives a clear account 
of the disorders of the endocrine glands and an indication of what can be 
achieved by' treatment .. The information is set forth on broad lines in which 
past history and the prospects of future progress are represented. The part 
played by the endocrine glands in the interaction of body and mind, and 
questions of cause and effect relating thereto, are clearly discussed. Generous 
concessions are made to a psychotherapeutic approach in certain spheres in 
which physiological considerations appear at first sight to indicate a priority of 
endocrine factors, e.g. that of sexual aberrations, but the author, while assessing 
the role of each, looks ahead to a unified conception in which these will be 
"separate edges of the same sword" rather than "separate weapons of the. 
doctor's armoury." 

J.B. 
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A PRACTICAL TEXTBOOK OF LEPROSY. By R G. Cochrane, M,D.Glas., F.RC.P., 
D.T.M.&H.Eng .. GeofIrey Cumberlege, Oxford University Press. Pp. 283. 
Price 42s. 

This monograph provides information on every aspect of the problem of 
leprosy and bears the imprint of one who has made its study a part of himself. 
It well merits the claim to be practical, and a wealth of photographic reproduc
tions illustrate details of t!J.e various aspects of the disease brought out in the 
text. In discussing the epidemiology the author stresses the importance of 
infection in childhood; the massiveness of the infecting dose and the closeness 
of contact.· He shares the opinion advanced by Rogers that the. M. lepr;e 
cannot multiply and cause active disease unless they are disseminated by the 
skin. The occasional infection of Europeans living in the East is attributed 
to high individual susceptibility, and the writer records an impression that the 
severe lepromatous types of the disease form a larger proportion of cases in the 
European and Mongolian races. than in the· Indian and African. 

Sixty-six pages are devoted to treatment which is prefaced by an examination. 
of general principles embodying the necessity for a well-balanced mental 
approach and a clear understanding of the underlying pathological process. 
Ability to diagnose the type of disease accurately and confirm ithistologically 
is stressed as a prerequisite. A cautious attitude is adopted towards .the results 
claimed for the promin group of drugs, and the author states that, while six 
months are sufficient to disprove the value of a drug, two years are required for 
confirmation of any favourable results claimed. Practical methods of control 
are based on the proposed organization of the Leprosy Campaign in Madras 
Presidency. The book should bid fair to become a classic. 

J. B. 

A SYNOPSIS OF ANJESTHESIA. By J. Alfred Lee, M.RC.S., L.RC.P., M.M.S.A., 
D.A. Bristol: John .Wright and Sons, Ltd. 1947. Pp. 254, with 42 illus~ 

trations. Price 12s. 6d. 

This recent. addition to the well-known "Synopsis" Series is well up to the 
high standard of that series. . 

Dr. Lee has produced a most usefui and comprehensive summary of the 
modern theory and prll.ctice of anresthesia, which will be welcomed by 
anresthetists as a reference volume, and it will be of value to those studying for 
the Diploma in An~sthetics. 

W.H.S. 

guest. P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-89-04-07 on 1 O
ctober 1947. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/

