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carried out. The skin is then well dried, and the balsam applied· as 
directed. Major Porter recommends tbe addition of glycerine to the 
balsam in the proportion of 1 to 3. I, however; prefer the balsam 
alone, as it appears to me to dry on better than when mixed with the 
glycerine. 

I am quite conyinced that this is the best and most efficacious remedy 
we have at present. That the acari are at once killed is shown by the 
immediate cessation of the itching, and the fact that there has been no 
relapse, though the patients h'We been kept under observation for lengthy 
periods, seems to prove that the ova are destroyed at the same time as 
the acari. 

Major Porter in a subsequent clinical note which appeared in the 
British Medical Journal,considers that the long period during which 
baths were at first forbidden is unnecessary, and that a bath may be 
allowed twenty-four hours after the application of the balsam. I concur 
in this, as given that the preliminary bathing and subsequent application 
of the balsam are efficiently carried out, the disease is cured then and 
there, and in only a very small proportion of cases will a second (localised) 
application be necessary. . 

The majority of cases might, I think, safely be discharged from 
hospital as soon as their clothes have been disinfected, but a few days 
further detention is usually advisable to allow the skin to recover from 
the irritation caused by the parasite. The rapidity and completeness 
of the cure is demonstrated by the fact that in some half a dozen cases 
where scabies developed in hospital subsequent to admission for other 
complaints the disease was treated as above in the scabies division, the 
men being then given clean clothes and returned to their wards within 
t·wenty-four pours, and in no case was there any relapse. The only 
drawback to the remedy is its cost, viz., about 2s. for an application 
of from 3 to 4 ounces of the balsam. This, however, is counterbalanced 
by the short time during which patients need be detained under treat
ment, and by the saving in fuel in preparing the nnmerous hot baths 
necessary in the sulphur ointment· mode of treatment in hospitals where 
hot water is not laid on to the scabies bath-room. 

I may add that I have also found the balsam very efficacious in the 
treatment of ringworm. 

DANGER OF THE STARCH AND OPIUM ENEMA TREATMENT 
OF INTESTINAL HlEMORRHAGE. 

By LIEUTENANT C. RYLEY. 

Royal Army Medical Corp8. 

WITH regard to the treatment of hremorrhage from the bowel of starch 
and opium enemata, which in many hospitals seems almost routine, I 
have on several occasions, seen the adminstration followed shortly by 
severe tympanites; in one case leading to reflex cardiac embarrass-
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ment and death, The dose of opium in this case being 25 minims of 
the tincture, which, I think, is not excessive for a rectal injection, This 
inflation is, I think, partly due to paralysis. of the rectum by the drug, 
with consequent inability to expel flatus, and partly to fermentation of 
the starch causing a. rapid evolution of gas, I was able to prove the 
latter theory by incubating 4 ounces of starch, to which a little falces had 
been added, at body temperature, attaching a receptacle to catch the 
gas evolved, In a few hours the collection was full of carbon dioxide, 
and the starch swarming with yeast fungus and Bacillus col'i. In my 
opinion, therefore, starch is a very unsuitable vehicle, and the opium 
is much more likely to reaqh the required spot in the ileum via the 
mouth. 

A NEW FORM OF FILTER FUNNEL. 
By MAJOR W. W. O. BEVERIDGE, D.S.O. 

Royal Army Medical Corps. 

WHEN filtering with water-pressure by a filter pump, it is necessary 
to have either a porcelain or platinum perforated cone at the bottom 
of the filter. funnel to prevent the filter paper being ruptured by the 

A 

force of the suction. The porcelain cones prevent, the paper lying 
accurately in the funnel and .those of platinum are expensive, and, 
moreover, liable to be dissolved by certain reagents. 
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