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A SIMPLE FORM OF DESTRUOTOR FOR STABLE LITTER. 

By MAJOR S. F. CLARK. 
Royal Army Medical 001118. 

IN the military stations of the Orange River Oolony a daily destruction 
of valuable manure takes place which ought to make the god of agriculture 
weep. Nobody will take the stable litter even as a gift, and so it is burnt 
in incinerators of more or less doubtful efficiency, to the accompaniment 
of it perennial smoke and aroma, which thrust themselves more or less 
obtrusively upon the attention of the cantonments, in direct ratio to the 
direction and force of the wind for the time being. As it is possible 
that other garrisons in the Empire may be similarly afflicted, a description 
of a simple form of destructor that acts quickly and efficiently may be 
of interest. This installation was devised at Harrismith by Oonductor 
Tompkins, who claims no patent rights in regard to it. It has the 
following advantages :-

(1) Simplicity and cheapness. 
(2) Rapidity of action-especially in wet weather. 
(3) Manure may be unloaded directly into it. 
The apparatus may be described as a large trough made of wire-work, 
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Side she#-ing Shelf 

raised two feet above 'the ground. The original ones were constructed 
of the uprights of iron railings which abound out here, and wire from 
bundles of forage picked up on the veldt. The trough may be of any 
length, but should be 4 feet wide and deep. It should be broadside 
on to the prevailing wind, and the bars forming the bottom of it ought 
to run from side to side and not lengthwise. The mesh must be about 
5 inches square, and a " shelf" of corrugated iron should be fastened 
along the top to reduce spillage while the litter is being transferred from 
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414 Olinical and other Notes 

the cart to the destructor. About a foot wide is a good size for this 
shelf, and in any other country but South Africa it might be made of 
some other material. The waggon to be unloaded is backed right up to 
the incinerator; and the litter is set alight in the ordinary way, near the 
bottom. 

THE MEDICAL UNIT OF THE AUXILIARY FORCES. 
By CAPTAIN J. H. P. GRAHAM. 

Royal Army Medical Corp8 (Militia). 

THE normal distribution in peace of the regimental units constituting 
a military force, is a factor which must largely determine the organisation 
of a military medical service; elasticity is aimed at to meet war condi
tions, but variations in fundamental principles are at any ti-me more 
apparent than real. 

The regimental units constituting the regular Army are chiefly located 
in close proximity to one another within certain limited areas, so that 
large numbers are brought within convenient reach of a detachment of 
the Royal Army Medical Corps stationed in their midst, and their 
individual requirements can be dealt with collectively through the 
" station" system. But in all branches of the Auxiliary Forces the 
several regimental units are more usually widely scattered' and out of 
touch with one another. In practice they lead entirely separate existences, 
and are governed by dissimilar local circumstances; what aggregation of 
units may be transiently affected during training in camp does not affect 
the isolated positions they more" constantly occupy, nor abrogate even 
temporarily the need for providing individual units with medical assist· 
ance suited to their peculiar needs. The proposed re-organisation of the 
Auxiliary Forces will not bring the various regimental units into closer 
practical relationship with one another, at least not constantly, so that 
in so far as the requirements of the Auxiliary Forces are concerned, the 
conditions which determine the plan of organisation of their medical 
services will remain much as at present. The" station" system is 
obviously unsuited to the circumstances of the Auxiliary Forces. The 
medical personnel of the Auxiliary Forces requires a much wider distribu
tion than that of the Regular Army, in order to bring it sufficiently within 
reach of those it has to serve- under all circumstances. A medical corps 
can provide the Auxiliary Forces with the field medical units they may 
possibly require, but it does not offer a ready means for providing regi
mental units with the medical and sanitary supervision they constantly 
neefi, nor for carrying out the examination of recruits, instruction in first 
aid, hygiene, and other regimental duties. These duties can only be 
efficiently discharged where a ~system exists which provides each regi
mental unit permanently with a staff charged with their performance. 
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