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Total 
Number of men 

'906 

Camp Lejeune, N.C. (marines) 96 
V.S. Coast Guard (5 ships) 119 
Atlantic Fleet (one ship reporting) 57 
Airsickness in Aviation Cadets (Pensacola, Fla.) .100 
Submarine (one reporting) 1:'\ 

Airsickness (U;S. Geological Survey) 61 
Midshipmen Air Cruise 3B . 65 
Fleet Logistic Support Wing, Seattle to Kodiak 38 

, V.S.S. Meredith (D.D.-890) 132 
Four Destroyers of Destroyer Squadron 7 115 
Yacht Race, Newport-Annapolis Ocean Race 12 
D.S.S. Edisto (AGB-2), Operation NANOOK If 55 
U.S.S. Eberle (D.D.-430) ... 30 
United States Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Md., Nausea and Vomiting 

of Pregnancy ... 13 ' 

These rather widely separated studies were discussed collectively because 
of their similarity, although it is recognized that they are not strictly comparable 
with one another nor with previous reports by other investigators. Neverthe
less, they demonstrate that this new drug is prophylactic against motion sickness 
in 50 mg. doses and that it is also effective on marksmanship. Dramamine is 
least effective in the treatment of nausea and vomiting of pregnapcy when 
given in 50 mg. doses. Its action, when favolfrable, is prompt, and the duration 
Qf effect of a single dose is from three ·to four and a half hours. The toxic 
action of dramamihe is practically nil. Undesirable side-actions are rare, 
although drowsiness may occur in approximately one-fourth of" those who 
receive 100 mg. of this drug. 

NOTES 
from the proceedings of the. 13th Session of the International Bureau of 

MediCo:-Military Documentation, Monaco, May 3 to 7, 1950 

Held under the presidency of M. le Medecin General Inspecteu,r Jeune, 
Vice-president of the International Committee of Military Medicine 

and Pharmacy . 

THE report contains a number of subjects which were discussed, including 
"Protection from the A.B.C. War"; "Report of the New Geneva Conventions"; 
"The Identification of Medical Personnel and International Badges"; and the 
following: 

IV. Antibiotics in the Field 
There was submitted a very thorough study of the surgical and medical 

aspects of this question by Med-Col. Talbot and Med-Commandant Molinier. 
The study concluded with the following observations in the form of a 

resolution: 
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Notes 179 

''The 13th session of the International Bureau for Medico-Military 
Documentation requests that for a future Congress a study be prepared 
dealing with: . 

(1) Antibiotics as primary prophylaxis in the case of infectious compli
. cations of war wounds~for teams in advanced positions. 

This primary prophylaxis must be systematic and applied very early; 
it must be as polyvalent as possible and along the lines of a standardi
zation admitted by all surgeons. 

(2) Therapy by means of antibiotics~for the surgical unit propc.r. 
This rational therapy makes use of agents particularly adapted to the 

germs in question (e.g. streptomycin against the colon bacillus). 

It is indisputable that better results are obtained with this method of 
prophylaxis by antibiotics. 

Even though it brings additional security it gives no ground for deliberately 
contravening the established rules for front-line surgery. 

It would be advisable 'to review the situation in the light of these new data 
regarding therapy by antibiotics and to consider which of the rules of surgery 
should ~e cancelled for ~ll surgeons called upon to work in the front line. 

V. Treatment of burns 
Reports; were submitted by Med-Gen. Bergeret, Med-Lt,-Col. Cuzin, Med-

Principal Y, Guilbert. . 
Thefacts showed that in the treatment of serious burns, th<; most important 

feature is the general treament, in particular the prevention of shock by 
plasmotherapy. Local treatment must be only complementary to this. Review
ing the essentials for the latter the authors have provided some guidance 
amongst the diversity of proposed therapies; medicaments such as tannic acid 
(tannage), mercury chromate, gentian violet, picric acid, boric acid, "cetavlon," 
biological methods (antibiotics) and physical methods (compression, bathing). 
For each of these the authors specify whaUs indicated or contra-indicated. 

The authors conclude by emphasizing the necessity for the organization of 
Centres specializing in the treatment of burns. 

VI. Training a/Army Medical Officers 
Reports were submitted by Med-Gen. Dutrey and Med. en-Chef, 2 Class 

Bernard. 
These reports brought to light the necessity for a very wide general training 

but with surgery predominating; for supplementary instruction in medicine 
for military work; and for training more specialists with particular emphasis 
on future needs. 

VII. Commission for the Study of Medical Supplies 
The Vice-President of the I.R.C.G., Dr. Gloor, submitte'd a statement about 

the resumption of the activities of the International Commission for the Study 
of Medical Supplies. 
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180 Reviews 

He asked that the International Committee of Military Medicine may 
continue as in the past to support this research and secure the co-operation 
of Medical Services from all Armies. 

VIII. Towards a World Medical Statute 
During its 13th session the Bureau took up again the study of a proposal 

which had been drawn up in February 1950 by a Commission of lawyers and 
doctors. 

In addition a number of "Resolutions" were passed and a comprehensive 
series of congratulations and thanks issued. 

CORRECTION 
CORRESPONDENCE, APRIL 1950 

Page 214, line 13-for F.D.S.s read F.D.L.s (Forward Defended Localities). 

Reviews 

THE SULPHONAMIDES, By F. Hawking, M.D., and J.Stewart Lawrence, M.D., 
M.R.C.P. London: H. K. Lewis and Co. 1950. Pp. 389. Price 42s. 

While no outstanding changes have taken place in the use of sulphonamides 
in chemotherapy since 1945 when the Medical Research Council issued the 
White Memorandum (revised), the Medical Use of the Sulphonamides, much 
that. was applied tentatively five years ago is now founded solidly on successful 
practice. For this reason th:e detailed review (presented in this work) of all 
the medical aspects of these drugs will be welcomed. It covers a wider range 
of preparations than its predecessor as since 1945 opportunities have presented 
for a detailed study of continental literature, with advantage of completeness. 
This is mainly apparent in the chapter on chemistry. The authors point out 
that the actual preparations in use .are comparatively few, and the remainder of 
the work has mainly reference to these. Emphasis is laid on the pharmacological 
aspect of the subject, an appreciation of which is. essential for rational use. 
Information on the application of these preparations to the treatment of the 
various infections in which they have been used is encyclopredic and always 
well and briefly summarized. Toxic manifestations receive the detailed treat
ment they merit. Where treatment with antibiotics has supplanted the use 
of sulphonamides this is clearly shown, and where a system of treatment with 
the two combined is the best practice the role of each is carefully assessed. 
The work will be highly appreciated by all whose practice of chemotherapy 
is based on the principle underlying its use. J. D. 

OPERATIVE SURGERY. By various authors. Edited by Alexander Miles and 
Sir James Learmouth. Third Edition. Oxford Medical Publications. 
Pp. 559 with 235 illustrations. 

Much new matter has been introduced since the last edition of 1936. This 
is a handy volume describing the operative methods in use at the Edinburgh 
School of Surgery. 
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