
24H Matters of interest 

In.coricluslon the writer would remark that all ranks., both European and 
African, were delighted to see the Director-General and to hear from him all 
the information that he could impart in' regard to the Medical Services. . !:le 
certainly gave us the impression that he thoroughly enjoyed his visit and that 
he thought East Africa a beautiful country,asinaeed it is;and the writer hopes 
that this article will give readers some idea of this part of the world in which 
some of them may in the future serve. . 

Matters of Interest 

THE BRITISH DENTAL ASSOCIATION DINNER.' 
THE Dire~tor-General was a guest at the annual dinner ()f the British Dental 

Association which. w,as held in the Great Hall. of the University, Birmirigham, 
on Wednesday, July 12. Mr. H .. T.Rope,r-Hall, President of the. Association, 

. occupied the chair and more than 500 members and guests were present. The 
Director-General'replied to the' toast of the guests and said he welcomed . the 
opportunity of paying tribute to two distinguished members of the. dental 
profession. One wasBr:igadier Broderick, whom he wOllldlike to thank for 
his service for fiv~ years as.consult(lnt to the Army, and the other was Professor . 
Humphreys, who had given very long and distinguished servIce in the Terri
torialArmy .. He would also like to express his gratitude to his old friend 
Major-General Riggins, who had a very wide experience of the dental services 
in peace and war .. The Dental and Medical Servites.played a great part during 
the war;' and he would like to thank the dental. profession for all that they did 
at that time; in orthOdontic work ,;;md in curing maxillo-facial injuries they 
made. a big contribution to the' ~orale of the' Services. . 

CAMPS AND HOSPITALS· 
. The pirector-Geperal, with' the Inspector of Medical Services (Brigadier F. 

Escritt), and D.D.M.S ... Western Co~mand(Major-GeneralJ. M. Macfie);paid 
a visit to Territorial units in camp at Llanbedr on the shores of Cardigan Bay 
on July 10. The u:p.its included 160 Field Ambulance (Swansea), No. 3(W~stern) 
General Hospital (Cardiffj and. No. 8 (Western) General Hospital (Liverpool). 
A visit was also paid to the Military Hospita:l, Chester:. . 

The Director-General paid a visit to 152 and 153 Field Ambulancesof the 
Highland Division at camp near Pickering inY orkshire accompanied by the 
Inspector of Medical Services. ' A medical exercise was carried out by the Field 
Ambulances on the evacuation of casualties. One point emphasized was the 
advantage which was gained; by having two. medical· units .in 'camp together. 
In this way it was possible to carry out exercises more realistically and' the 
medical officers·of one unit were able to act as medical umpires. 

A visit was also paid to the Military HospitaJ, York, where a wing of the' 
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hospital has been given to the National Health Service for civilian use. A 
total of between 500 a:q.d 600 civil patients have now been admitted. to this wing . 
arid'the waiting lists 6fpatients for admission to civil hospitals in York asa 
result have been dropped down from eleven months to five months. The experi
ment has been an unqualified success. 

VISITS. 

The Director-General gave an :"tddress to the officers of the Staff College,· 
Camberley, on the subject of "Health Discipline" on July 3:1. . 

Medecin-General J.' Voncken, Secretary-General to the International Com
mittee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, paid a visit to the Director-General 
on July 3'1 and was received by Mr. Newling of the Ministry of Defence on 
August L . 

Major-General F. Kingsley Norris,. Director-General, Australian Army 
Medical Services, gave an address on August 2 at the Royal Army Medical 
College. . . 

ANNUAL·DEDICATION.SERVIl:E 

The Director-General attended the British Red Cross Soc~ety's annual 
Service of Dedication' at 8t: Paul's Cathedral on July 11. 

THE ANNUAL DINNER 

The Warrant Officers. and Serjeants held their' annual dinner at ,the Palmer
ston Restaurant, Bishopsgate, E:~., on July 15. In his speech; the Director~ 
General referred to. the good prospects of promotion which were lwwopen to 
non-commissioned officers in the Corps; he referred. to the higher standards 
which were expectedfromN.C.O:sinthe different trades and .. the necessity-of 
aligning these trades with similar civil trades in orderthat recognition for the 
Army trades would be given by the representative civifbodies. TheLeishnian 

. prize for dispensing had been won by S/Sjt. W. G. Cavell, B.M,H. Mombasa. 
The Director-General then 'referred to the sporting events which had taken 
place during the year and in which the Corps had distingUished themselves. 
but without thi~ year winning the Army Soccer or Rugger cups.' . 

. The company of about 150 sat down to dinner under the chairmanship of 
Sjt.-MajorHanlan and other guestswho were.presentincluded : Major·Generals 
R. E. Barnsley~F. Harris.andH. J. Higgins, ColonelsW.Ar):Drnmmond, . 
R. Murphy, KH. Hall andT. 1: Dunn, and Lt.-Colonel G. E; Bull. 

RECEPTIONS 

The Director-General and Lady Cantlieattended a reception at Hyde Park 
Hotel which was given by the American Military Attache, Major~General 
Lennatd and Mrs.' Lennard to meet Colonel and Mrs. Kessinger, the Military 

18 ' . 
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Attache Designate to the American Embassy; the Sovereign's Parade at the 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, on July 21,andthe reception g~ven at St., 
John's Gate,Clerkenwell, by the Lord Prior of the Drderof St. John of 
Jerusalem to meet Dr. Van Zyl, the Governor-General of South Africa. 

,The I).G. also attended a luncheon party at the King Edward VII Sana
torium at Midhurst which was givenby the governing body. Dr. Todd, who 
is the President of the Sanatorium, is the consultant in Tuber.culosi~ to the 
Army. They visited military patients who" were in hospital at the sanatodum 
which included sOJ?enursing officers of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

The members of the Army Medical Advisory Board were received by the 
Secretary of State for War on July 26 .. The following members were introduced 
by the Director-General: . 

Chairman, Lord Webb-Johnson, 
Lord Moran, 
Sir Arthur Porritt, 
Dr. Boland and 

.... Dr. Cu1linan. 

' .. 

Correspondence 

"tHE EMPLOYMENT OF THE NEW FIELD AMBULANCE 
DEAR SIR, . 

Itwouldappearto me that Colonel Richardson's objections to the new Field 
Ambulance and to General Dowse's recommendations for its employmet;lt arise 
. from his desire to perpetuate the use of the old M.D.S .. , a sub-unit which was 
. designed to cater for the evacuation ~fwouhded from a division in .action: 

,In my opinion the complete Field Ambulance should now be regarded as 
a Brigade unit, and employed briefly as follows: 

. One C.C.P. is attached to each Battalion of the, Brigade, and acts as a load
ing p()int for evacuation of Battalion casualties to the A.D.S.lt should normally 
be sited at the furthest forward point to whi'ch 4 x 4 ambulance cars or 
ambulanq:jeeps can be taken. Often this wi~l be in the R.A.P., and the R.A.P. 
and the C.C.P, can. then be advantageously combined .. The A.D.S. should be 
on the Brigade axis ·somewhere. in the vicinity of Brigade Headquarters; and 
evacuation from there is to C.C.S., Advanced Sprgical Centre, and, for the sick, 
t() the Divisional F.D.S.. 

This, ()f course, implies that ~ith two Brigades up, two A.D.S.swill be 
open. This is tactically sound, as the third Field Ambulance is still with the 
reserve Brigade. andls.available for use when required, while the .F.D.S. is 
available as a holding unit for minor sick, etc., thetradit,ional function of the 
third M.D.S. Casualties in the divisional area are catered for by one of the 
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