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reserve C.C.P.s and, if necessary, by the P.D.S. These units 'can evacuate 
direct to c.C.S., etc. 

During the late campaign in' Italy, I commanded an Indian Light Field 
Ambulance with an Infantry Brigade. This unit had a W.E. of a Head
quarters, and four sections which approximated in strength to the modern 
Field Ambulance,and I generally deployed 'it along the lines advocated. Having 
previously worked on the old A.D.S. /M.D.S. system, I was very much impressed 
by the greatly increased speed in evacuation, adaptability and ease in tactical 
handling of the new unit. To the best of my knowledge, it was the only unit 
so employed in the late war.l 

.In my opinion, one of the great advantages of the new FieJd Ambulance is 
that it provides less facilities for the overctreatment and over-feeding of casual
ties. Repeatedly one found that patients were being delayed in an M.D.S~ for 
unnecessary treatment and meals and for· ill-timed transfusic)lls. The 'most 
iniportantsingle factor in the evacuatiqn of casualties is speed, and all other 
considerations must be governed by this. . 

, I am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

D. WRIGHT, 

Lieut.-C6Ionel, R.A.M.C. 

1 This was originally the normal,estaJblishment of all Field Ambulances of the Indian 
Army and they were used as such during the War.-ED. 
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NON-GONOCOCCAL URETHRITIS: By Dr. A. H. Harkrtess. Livingstone. 1949. 
Price 52s. 6d. ' 

With the discovery that the gonococcus was sensitive to pe~ici1lin it was 
thought by many that the work of the vepereologist had been halved. The 
error of this assumption is proved by this interesting monograph which covers 
a long list of non-gonococcal c~)lse~ of urethritis, ranging from simple bacteria 
to the '~South American Catfish." 

The importanGe of viruses as a frequent cause of urethritis is stressed, and 
Reiter's Disease is allotted a large place. Although in the treatment of this 
type of disease we now have many new substances at our disposal, it is significant 
to note that urethra-vesical irrigations still have an important roll, a fact which 
is too often forgotten. 

The volume is a handsome production, with many excellent and helpful' 
illustrations, and is an important addition to the venereologist's reference 
library. .' .' J. B. 
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A TEXTBOOK OF PSYCHIATRY. By Sir DavidHenderson, M.D.Edin., F.R.F.P.S. 
Glas., F.R.C.P.Edin. and Lond., and t-qe Late R. D. Gillespie.Seventh 
Edition. London: Oxford University Press. 1950. Pp. 740. Price 
£1 12s. 6d. 

A new edition of this standard textbook is always important in the literat'Ure 
of' British psychiatry. During the last decade the interrelationship of psycho
logical, social and forensic medicine has become more firmly established,and 
the distinguished author of the present edition is particularly well qualified to 
give a rational, comprehensive and well-balanced account of psychiatric know-' 
ledge as it ~s to-day. 

The new edition shows every evidence of careful revision, and although the 
" bulk of the text and the detailed, info~mative case-histories remain unchanged, 
additions have peen made throughout to bring the book up to date. The 
chapter on Psychopathic States has been rewritten, and the references to physical 
treatment have been expanded to include. new data on leucotomy and narco-
~~. . 

For the Service psychiatrist this is a valuable book of reference, 
that should be included in his personal travelling library. 

and one 
H. P. 

REpORT ON A VENEREAL DISEASES SURVEY 'OF THE AFRICAN IN SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA. R. R. Willcox: 

This is amo~t readable report, whichlllust be of great value to the .Chief 
Health Officer of the Government of Southern Rhodesia. It could with advan-." 
tage be studied by medical officers of health in other parts of the world, who 
wo~ld find much to help them in. planning surveys, not only for venereal, but 
other contagious diseases, the preV(J.lence of whiCh might be a source 'uf worry. 

One is surprised to learn that, in many centres il,l the area, diagnosis rests 
largely on the clinical. acumen of the doctors in charge; aids' to diagnosis in the 
shape of microscopes or dark-ground condensers "not being availa:ble. Adequate 
treatment also is hampered by two factors, lack of penicillin, and the disinclina
tion of the natives to attend for weekly arsenical injections after the local lesions 
have healed.. In this connection it is' surprising to see that, in the treatment 
of early syphilis, ids recommended that women should receive more treatment 
than. men, . in the shape of weekly injections of bismuth for ten weeks. Is this 
because it is considered women need additionaltreatme:pt, or because it is felt 
that the men would never attend for the bismuth injections? 

Of the 37 tables included in the report is one of particular interest (No. 34), 
A Comparison of Venereal and NonNenereal Groups, which illustrates the part 
education and marriage play in reducing the incidence of venereal disease. In 
the Venereal Group, 38 per cent had been to school, compared with 82 per cent 
of the Non-Venereal group. . lB. 
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