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Clinical and Other Notes 

- A MEETING OF THE SERVICES GROUP OF THE 
SOCIETY OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH 

REPORTED BY 

Colonel- A. E. CAMPBELL 
(Professor of Army Health) 

Royall Army Medical College 

SINCE this Group was last reported upon in these columns (in June 1950). 
its title has changed. The word "hygiene" has been dropped and the change 
may not pass unnoticed by those etymologically sensitive as a result of recent 
alterations in Corps Titles. I feel sure that- no new controversy need arise 
and that those responsible for the change were moyed not by any modern 
prejudice but by a desire for a .shorter title. 

The Group met at the R.A.M. College on Friday, March 9, 1951. Members 
and guests were welcomed by the Commandant (Major-General F. R. H. 
Moll<in, C.B., O.B.E., M.C., K.H.S.), who referred to past associations of the 
College with the other Services and with the Group and to his pleasure in 
arranging for demonstrations of work carried on in the College and elsewhere 
on problems of Army and general health importance. . 

Dr. F. A. Be1am, the Medical Officer of Health for Guildford and President 
of the Group,. replied in a few graceful words and then opened the Annual 
General Meeting. This showed us democracy at !york. Office bearers 
nominated for the coming year were elected without comment but a sharp 
division arose over the date of the next annual dinner which was only settled 

- after a vote and a caution that as a dinner had already been held in 1951 any 
proposal would refer to 1952. 

A return to work led visitors to the Hygiene Laboratory where bench 
demonstrations were arranged. Some of us who are used to the term "Personal 
Research" may not find "Applied Physiology" an improvement but under 
that heading were to be seen the combat-suit with reference to design and 
material; old and new web equipment and modern developments under cOn
sideration; types of goggles and glass and effect on colour appreciation and 
a -practical demonstration of electromyography and its use in equipment 
development. . 

If spirits inhabit laboratories those in' the Hygiene Laboratory may have 
been perturbed by the presence of a clinical psychologist with his electrical 
aids to laying bare, and, worse still, the recording of. mental secrets. No 
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records of the results of performance tests carried out by visitors were, however, 
kept. . 

It was somewhat of a descent but perhaps in other ways a relief to turn 
to an exhibit of a colour test to be used with fixed dose chlorination of water 
and to a re-statement of the long-standing problem of the individual sterilizing 
outfit. . 

From water it was not difficult to pass to insects and a beautifully illustrated 
demonstration of the biting insect problem of the Arctic .• Here was art in 
visual ·aids, with the global view, the general and local extent of the problem 
and an impressive representation of a wretched victim. 

Schistosomiasis was· the theme for the path?logists, not only a detailed 
and well-illustrated College "dem" but also schfstosomes themselves in fresh 
specimens. , 

On another line was a concise exhibit on the search for the best substance 
for the impregnation of the first wound (field) dressing. 

Back again· to tropical medicine and this time to therapeutics of schisto
somiasis, filariasis and leprosy, literature thereon and .any questions answered. 

To many people the College Library means enforced study or examination. 
On this occasion it was a pleasure to see it used for social purposes and the 
provision of refreshment for visitors. There too was a display of some of the 
contents of the old Army Medical Library and additions since that time such 
as copies of commissions, bills and petitions. 

The Commandant in his Opening Address had given some indica,tion of 
the variety of interests which would be catered for and these were matched 
by the spheres represented by visitors. 

Amongst the Fellows and Visitors present were Dr. F. A Belam (President 
of the Group and M.O.H. Guildford), Surgeon Captain D. Duncan, RN. 
(President-Elect), Air Commodores F. E. Lipscomb and P. B. Lee Potter of 
the Medical Dept. of the Air Ministry, Dr.W. H. Bradley and Brig. A. E. 
Richmond of the Ministry of Health, Major-GeneraLT. Young (D. of AH.), 
Brigadier W. R. D. Hamilton (Consulting Physician) and Brigadier A Sachs 
(n of P.) from AM.D., Air Vice-Marshal T. McClurkin and Col W.W. S. 
Sharpe of the Ministry of Supply, Lt.-Col. E. F. W. Mackenzie of the Metro
politan Water Board, Brigadier D. Gordon Cheyne (Ministry of Defence), 
Dr. J. A. Struthers (M.O.R Holborn), Dr. E. J. Smithard (M.O.H. Lewisham), 
Dr. J. Craig Lindsay (M.O.H. Aldershot), Dr. H. D. Chalke (L.C.C.), Dr. G. M. 
Frizelle (Secretary of the Group and Asst. Dean, London School of Hyg. and 
Trop. Medicine), Dr. F. G. Brown andR. Hannafill (Essex C.C.), Colonels 
C. V. Macnamara, F. J. O'Meara, E. J. S. Bonnett, H. E. Knott, C. R Christian, 
M. R Burke, R T. P. Tweedy, P. J. L. Capon, Lt.:Cols. C. L. Day, E. J. Curran, 
Majors Curtois, Carrick, Pace, Ingham, Holman and Smart, Lieuts. Beeson 
and Kennerley and Warrant Officer D, M. Home, R.AF., an Associate of 
the Society. 
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