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INTRODUCTION TO THE FIELD TRAINING SCHOOL 
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

BY 

ANON 

FOR a -long time it had been apparent that the R.A.M.C. needed a School 
at which Officers and Senior N.C.O.s, of the Corps could be taught medical 
organization and tactics. In this respect it was an oft-repeated fact that unlike 
practically every other Corps in the Army the role of the R.A.M.C. in war had 
little or no counterpart in peace and that medical officers were rarely allowed, 
through pressure of work, to attend courses which would have better equipped 
them for their role in the R.A.M.C. in war. -

The need for such a School therefore was considerable and its formation 
was given serious consideration at the time of the Army.Medical Directorate 
Committee on the Post-War Field Medical Organisation which, under the 
Chairmanship of Lieutenant-General Sir Alexander Hood, published its report 
in January 1947. . 

Paragraph 66 of the report states: 
"The Committee has recommended the establishment of the RDyal hmy Medical 

Field and Administration Training School. Before the War few facilities existed fDr 
the Field Medical Training of officers and other ranks and the lack of such training 
was seriously felt at the beginni~g of the war. Apart from training there was no 
central organisation for testing and developing new tactics, vehicles and equipment. 
Senior A~ministrative Officers of formations had to work Dut their own salvation and 
learn by experience in battle. For these rea&ons a' Field Administration Training 
SChDDI is considered essential fox. an efficient Field Force M·edical Service and the 
training organisations shDuld provide fDr this .... " 

On June 1, 1949, therefore the ideas and recommendations of this Committee 
materialised in the form of the Field Training School, Royal Army Medical, 
Corps. , 

In the process of forming a School it is necessary to lay down within clearly 
defined lines what the Charter of the School will be. The Charter stated there
fore that the School was "to run courses on medical organization and tactics and 
also to carry out research and user trials on equipment for the medical services." 

The establishment of the School provided for a Commandant of Lieut.
Colonel rank, two Majors and one Captain as Instructors; a Warrant Officer 
Class II and a Serjeant as Assistant Instructors, a small clerical staff of a Serjeant 
and five O.R.s and in addition model makers, a demonstration team and seven 
R.A.S.C. drivers for the vehicles included in the establishment. An overall 
total of four officers and thirty other ranks. . 

The problems and difficulties which ,presented themselves in the initial 
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build up of the School were considerable. No Engineer work services were 
permitted then or subsequently and no initial training grant was forthcoming 
fDr the purchase of essential training equipment and aids. The first six months 
were therefore times of improvisation and to a very large degree! that condition 
still obtains. However these problems and difficulties were not insurmountable 
and the School was ready to receive its first course in August 1949. 

It is oppDrtune now to give a broad outline of the subjects taught and the 
courses held at the School. .. R.A.M.C. Training Pamphlet No. 2 states that 
courses at the Field Training School include: . 

Cloth model exercises and demonstrations. 
Exercise in packing and loading field equipment, administration of first· aid, collec

tion, carriage, classification and documentation of casuahies and 'reconnaissance, siting, 
sign posting and deployment of field medical units. . 

Instruction in map reading and radio telephony, the writing ~f appreciations, orders, 
instructions and messages, the system of evacuatioJ? ef casualties from £ront to hase, 
medical 'organization and administration in the field and the duties of medical 
personnel and of ' field medical units in various types of war. 

The pamphlet continues by enumerating the various courses held at the 
School: 

All officers of the RAM.C. on first entry. 
All regular officers of the R.A.M.C. after approximately seven years' service. 
Regular officers of the R.A.M.C. selected fQr staff appointments in the Territorial 

Army and for the Staff College Courses. ' 
Selected officers of the medical services, of the Territorial Army. 
Selected officers of the RAD.C. and Q.A.RAN.C. 
Selected Warrant Officers and selected Non-Oommissioned officers of the medical 

services, regular and territorial. 

In addition to' these courses the commitments 'Of the School include the 
Director-General's annual medical exercise for senior officers of the Medical 
Services-two of which have so far been held at the School-"Medical 
Britannia" and "Medical Horatius." In additi~ an annual Staff College' Medical 
Demonstration is held at the School showing the tactical layout of the medical 
services of the Infantry Division using shelters and tentage. Furthermore 
courses and demonstrations have been given to Territorial Army and University 
Training Corps Units. 

It may be of interest to record the number of officers, warrant officers and 
N.C.O.s who have attended courses at the SchDol from the time of the first 
course to date: 

Lieutenants on First Appointment 93'7 
Regular Officers of the RAM.C. (Senior Course) 62 
Regular Officers of the RA.M;C. selected for Staff Appointments in 

the T.A and for the Staff College Course .. , 26 
Selected Officers, N.GO.s and O.Rs of the Medical Services 'Of the 

T.A. 338 
Selected Officers of the RAD.C. 135 
Selected Officers of the Q.A.RA.N.C. 593 
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Selected W.O.s and N.C.O.s of the Medical Services 

Royal Army Chaplains Department (Officers) ... 

75 
53 

University Training Corps 39 
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The teaching at the School conforms with that laid down within the relevant 
training manuals but. every effort has been made to retain a certain flexibility to 
enable suggestions from students and others to be incorporated into subsequent 
courses. 

The style of teaching varies with the instructor but emphasis is placed on 
the advantage of visual aids and into each lecture a certain amount of demon" 
stration is always introduced. This is either in the form of models or in demon-
strations on the ground. ~ 

The course for lieutenants on first appointment is for one week and comes 
at the end of their six weeks' basic training. During the course organization 
of a Field Force is taught and the medical services are then superimposed upon it. 
Instruction in detail is given on the divisional medical units and their deploy
ment and practice is given on this subject in the form of a T.E.W.T. which is 
conducted in two phases~the first on the ground-the students carrying out 
reconnaissance and ~volve their solutions to the problems; the second on a 
model of the ground where they present their solutions and discuss their 
respective solutions: 

Also in the course, opportunity is given for student officers to conduct their 
own lecturettes on subjects in which they have been instructed during the 
course. 

Throughout all courses held at the School the emphasis is placed on syndi
cate discussions and syndicate solutions! to a problem. This has been found to 
be particularly satisfactory and definitely produces results in the development 
of team spirit. 

The Course for regular officers of the R.A.M.C. with approximately seven 
years' service (Senior Course) is held at the School during April and September. 
It precedes the Senior Course at the R:A.M. College, Millbank, and is of two 
weeks' duration. The first week deals in general terms with the organization 
of the Medical Services in the Field, and the second week is devoted largely to 
T.E.W.T.s at Brigade, Divisional and Corps level. 

In conclusion mention should be made of the second aspect of the School's 
charter which is "research and user trials on equipment for the medical'services." 
Approximately 30 user trials have been carried out on various types of equip
ment ranging from Snakebite Kits to Hospital Direction Flags and much 
interesting and valuable research has been carried' out in connexion with the 
springing of ambulance cars, pack saddlery, stretcher appliances and shelters. 

The future of the School is difficult to assess but those who have followed its 
development from the early days of its insignificant beginning to its present 
stature cannot but hope that it will not only continue to make its contribution 
to the Corps but also that its scope of activity and benefit will develop and 
enlarge. 
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