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NOTES FROM AMERICA 

A "Ground Breaking" Ceremony 

BY 

Lieut.-Colonel G. M. DENNING, M.L.O. 

RoyalArmy Medical Corps 

ALTHOUGH during the past half-century 'five different attempts have' been 
made to obtain the necessary funds to construct new accommodation for the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology it is, at the present time, occupying a 
structure in Washington built in 1887. 

On July 10, 1951, your correspondent attended the ground breaking 
ceremonies for a new building at the Army Medical Center, Washington, 
D.C. This new building, which it is hoped will be completed in two years 
at a cost of £2,600,000, will have several interesting features. The exterior 

'walls 'will be of reinforced concrete 12 inches thick, and three of the eight 
floors will be underground. Except for the office section it will be entirely 
without windows, and special high intensity lighting will be installed. ,It will, 
of course, be air conditioned. Plans also include central closed-circuittele
vision facilities, which are to be used in teaching both Army and civilian 
students. 

The Institute, which. -before unification of the military establishment, had 
been known as the Army Medical Museum (founded in 1862), and later, the 
Army Institute of Pathology, consists of four departments. The Pathology 
Laboratories provide cons,ultative and diagnostic services on specimens sub
mitted by military'and other federal hospitals, medical schools, civilian hospitals, 
and medical institutes all over the world. The American Registry of Pathology, 
operating under the auspices of the National Research Council, conducts investi
gations in specific fields of Pathology. The Medical Illustration Services prepares 
medical exhibits and material for use in training, whilst the Museum collects 
and preserves material, instruments and other items of historic medical 
importance. 

Directed by Brigadier General Elbert De Coursey, M.C., U.S. Army, and 
under the administration of the Army Surgeon General the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology has an Army-Navy-Air Force Staff . 
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