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opening is by an examination of the tin. He urges us. not to be put off 
with the suggestion· that "though the can is all wrong the food is all 
right." 

. A well-exhausted can shows a vacuum of eight inches or more. With 
meat products the vacuum chamber is kept at twenty to twenty-five inches 
by means of an exhaust pump. When there is a loss of vacuum the cause 
may be one of three: (a) imperfect processing, (b) air leakage from without, 
and (c) gas production within. 

It is beyond any man's judgment to say to which cause the loss of the 
vacuum can be assigned, and Dr. White argues that it is wrong to assume 
that because one tin from a batch is it sprung" from a harmless cause, the 
next one will be the same. 

He gives two reasons for the "production of gas within": one. the 
result of decomposition, and .the other what is termed "the Hydrogen 
swell," where electrolytic action takes place between the tin and· iron of 
the can at points of erosion, with the evolution of hydrogen. 

"Hydrogen swell" is probably harmless, but who is to say that the 
blown tin is of this variety and not due to decomposition? 

The "springers," "flippers," "puffy can" and" slack cap "-trade 
terms used to denote only slight positive pressure in the tin-must be 
considered as minor degrees of "blowing," as they may be only a stage on 
the way to the typical" blown tin" resulting from decomposition. 

Therefore, he rightly urges food inspectors to stick rigidly to the 
principle that a It blown tin" of whatever degree or from whatever cause 
is a bad tin and should be rejected . 

• 
lRe"tews. 

GRAY'S ANATOMY. .26th Edition. Edited by Professor T. B. Juhnston. 
London: Longmans, Green and Co., Ltd. Pages xxxii + 1516. 
Price 42s. net .. 

The· twenty-sixth edition of this work maintains the high standard 
met with in the previous editions. The section dealing with Osteology 
has been rewritten with a view to being of more assistance to junior 
students. . Thus the principal features of the individual bones have been 
printed inlarge type, WhIlst the details ·of muscular attachmen,ts, etc., 
have been printed in smaller type. Again, in an endeavour to lay stress 
on the skull as a whole, which is in keeping with modern anatomical 
teaching, a detailed description of the skull as a single eqtity is given 
in large print and the description of the individual bones is printed in 
smaller type. The other sections of the book have been revised and 
bro~ght up to date. The section .dealing with the Autonomic System is 
decidedly good. It is, however, rather a pity that a little more space was 
not devottl~ .to the applied anatomy of this systeIll.The. nom.en.clature 
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adopted throughout; the ;book ,is the British Revision (RR) of the B.N.A., 
but in cases where ,the original RN.A.· terms have 'been modified, they 
have been inserted in brackets after the revisedterrns. A glossary showing 
the principal changes in nomenclature has been inserted at the begilllling 
of the book. In connection with the B.B. nomenclature it is of interest 
to note that the radial nerve, which in the B.N.A. was described as ending 
in the cubital fossa by dividing into a' ramus profundus and a ramus 
superficialis, is now described as giving off the posterior interosseous 
branch in the cubital fossa and then continuing down the forearm to end 
on the dorsum of the hand. The work is profusely illustrated-over one 
hundred new illustrations having been added in the present edition. " In 
the section dealing with Myology some colour 'process might have' been 
used with advantage, with a view to assisting the student to acquire a 
clearer and more lasting mental picture. of the relationship between 
individual muscles and their tendons. ,Such knowledge is of importance 
in enabling these structures to be identified in the "window " dissections 
met 'with at examinations and in the somewhat limited exposure 'which is 
not infrequently'·unavoidably experienced in the operating theatre. The 
wor'k-is 'one which 'will always remain a standard textbook on, anatomy 
ahd the editor and his publishers are to be congratulated on the production 
of the present edition;"' D. MeK. . 

A Gl'JIDETO 'HUMAN' PAHASlTOLOGY' FOR MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. 

,.SecondEdition. By D. B., Blacklock, M.D., D.P.H., and T. South
well, D.Sc .. Ph.D. Pp. viii + 260,2 coloured plates and 122 illustra~ 
tions. London: Cassell and Co. Price 12s. 6d. net. 

The second edition 6f this manual retains ail the excellent features of 
the first. It is based on the, common-sense principles of instruction 
followed at the Liverpool School- of Tropical, Medicine, which are ,to lay 
elilphasis only on pathogenic organisms,and,to restrict the d~scriptions of 
,these to characters which are of immediate value in identification. In this 
way the student is saved from a bewildering flood of unnecessary detail, 
and has time to secure a firm hold on essentials. ' 

'l'he authors do not assume on tbe part of the learner any pre-existing 
'knowcledge of the hominid parasites, and so beginningwitb the elements, 
they explain in the clearest and most practical manner each stage in the 
process of identification -how the original material is dealt with,the treat~ 
merit necessary to bring out the diagnostic characters, and their relative 
significance when displayed, while the somewhat complex data of life 
histories \are reduced· to simplicity by means ofadinirable' pictorial 
representations.· , ,., 
. ,'1'bis textbook is recommended most strongly to candidates for diplomas 
in public health, ortropicail mediCine, arid those who absorb its teachings 
will·findthemselves possessed 'of a sound knowledge of' the fundamentals 
ofhumanparasltology; W. P.M. 
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