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sensitivity to its action. Speaking generally. the degree of sensitivity and 
the power to destroy vitamin C ran parallel. During the. convalescent 
stage of diphtheria the bacillus gradually lost both these properties. It is 
not clear why vitamin C kills more readily' the more virulent bacteria. 
Evidence was obtained that its lethal effect was probably due to its reducing 
power and not to the acidity of the medium. It was shown that heat
killed bacteria also destroyed vitamin C, and also that where diphtheria 
bacilli were not left long enough in contact to be completely killed, their 
virulence was greatly reduced. Tubercle bacilli after seventy hours of this 
treatment remained unaffected. It is suggested that vitamin C is a prophy
lactic against infection because it restrains the growth of bacteria. In 
the presence of active infection it tends to destroy the toxin and to reduce 
the virul~nce of bacterIa. The lack of development of vitamin C in infectious 
disease is due to the power of bacteria to fix and destroy the vitamin. The 
therapeutic use of vitamin C in certain infections appears to be indicated 
on theoretical grounds. The best time and method for its administration 
are points which have still to be elucidated. 

H. N. H. GREEN. 

Reprinted from" Bulletin of Hygiene," Vol. 11. No. R . 

• 
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THE MODERN TREATMENT OF BURNS AND SCALDS. By P. H. Mitchiner, 
F.RC.S. Pp. x + 62, with 12 plates. Size5~ x 8t. London: 
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. Price 5s. 

This excellent little book may be confidently recommended as a clear 
and concise account of the modern treatment of burns and scalds. The 
extensive experience of the author has enabled him to include many very 
valuable practical suggestions which the busy practitioner will much 
appreciate. It is an able exposition of the value of the tannic acid 
compress which in the author's hands has proved such a safe satisfactory 
and comfortable dressing for all burns and scalds. B. B. 

PHYSICAL SIGNS IN CLINICAL SURGERY. Fifth Edition. By Hamilton 
Bailey, F.R.C.S.Eng. Bristol: John Wright and Sons, Ltd. 1935. 
Pp. xii + 287. Price 21s. 

The fifth edition of this somewhat unusual work has been fully revised 
and enlarged. It contains a description of practically all the recognized 
signs used in clinical surgery. After a full description of the basic physical 
signs, and the general signs of tumours, ulcers, fistulre and cellulitis, the 
body is dealt with systematically. All the descriptions given are 
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remarkably clear and full, and the majority of the clinical tests are· 
illustrated by photographs and diagrams. The number of illustrations 
both of clinical tests and pathological conditions is most remarkable, and 
their excellence makes the whole work one of great interest. T.hough 
perhaps primarily a book for the advanced student, it is also invaluable for 
any medical man who may have been absent for a period from actual 
clinical work. G. T. G. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DISEASE. By John' A. Ryle, M.A., M.D., 
F.R.C.P. Oxford University Press. London: Humphrey Milford. 
1936. Pp. x + 438; Pfice 15s. 

This is a book for the clinician which embodies many interesting 
observations upon disease which do not appear in ordinary textbooks on 
medicine. 

Dr. Ryle has given us an interesting study of many different clinical 
conditions. Among those which are particularly useful are the chapters 
upon Staphyloccoccal and Streptococcal Fevers and upon the Visceral 
Neuroses. These arc but examples from a volume which will be welcomed 
by every medical man. . J. H.-S. 

A HANDBOOK OF SURGERY. By Eric C. Mekie, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.Ed. 
With a foreword by John Fraser,M.C., M.D., Ch.M., F.R.C.S.E. 
Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone. 1936. Pp. xii + 699. Price 
12s. 6d. net. 

The author in his foreword .clearly defines his object as being" To set 
down only what are the salient features of the subject which must be 
known ere the student presents himself for examination," and adds that 
" all that is non-essential to the task of surmounting the final hurdle of the 
medical undergraduate career is excluded." 

Mr. Mekie has produced a handbook that fulfils his object and whicb 
can be recommended to those for whom 'it was written. 

Messrs. Livingstone have published the book in a convenient form. 
D.C.B. 

POST-GRADUATE SURGERY. Vol. 1. Edited by Rodney Maingot. London: 
Medical Publications, Ltd. 1936. Pp. xvi + 1742. Price 70s. net 
per volume. (£9 9s. three volumes.) 

This is the first of three volumes on practical surgery written specially 
for post-graduates. 

There are twenty contributors to this volume, which is a massive one 
of 1742 pages. 

The contributors are surgeons whose work is well known and authorita
tive in the surgical world-the aid of the physicians ha.s also been called 
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in, for there are articles on investigation :of ':a ,case bfdyspepsia, diabetes 
in surgical cases, hrematemesis, and other problems cOl;mected with surgical 
cases. 

Part I gives an account of the usual fdrms of aliresthesia, withindica-
tions for their use, by C. Langton Hewer. . 

Pa~tU:consists of fourteen se6tioris on abdominal surgery by various 
authors'. . i . - .' . . . 

The descriptions of operations are most helpful and well illustrated
. among these:wemay notice an account of the Pean-Billroth operation by 
Enrico;· Finochietto-;.also an article on Egyptian Splenomegaly by 
H. E. S. Stiven. . "~. . 

Post-operative management and, complicaH'ons·are, discussed and there 
are also. nine short <;:hapters by the editor on complications follqwing 
abdominal operations .. 

Part In. deals with diseases of the rectum and 'anus by W. E. Miles. 

Part IV-is concerned with X-rat diagnosis by H. C.Bull, with sections 
on the radiology of the alimeiltaryand urinary tracts~ 

Part V comprises radium treatment byStanford Cadeand Malcolm. 
Donaldscin'. . 

The main object of this work appears to be to give everything connected 
with a: :surgical case-investigation, indications for operation, operative 
details; complications and after~treatment-in one compass, and so obviate 
the necessity of searching through many books. This is an excellent idea 
and should be more than useful to those who practise surgery in' distant 
countries where the resources of medical libraries are not available. 

The editor, contributors and publishers are to be highly complimented 
on their achieveinent, and we look forward with interest to the other two 
volumes. .J. M. W. 

POST-GRADUATE SURGERY. Vol. II. Edited 
London: Medical Publications, Ltd. 1936. 
70s. net per volume. (£9 9s. three volumes.) 

by Rodney Maingot. 
Pp. viii + ]825. Price 

This is the second volume of the three in the series; another massive 
one of 1825 pages. 

Part VI begins with head injuries and intracranialtumours-the spinal 
column and salivary glands, by C. P. G. Wakeley. The technique of opera
tions on the brain is included and there is a separate chapter on trigeminal 
neuralgia. 

Part VII, by Sir W. 1. de C. Wheeler, deals with the surgery of the 
neck. The technique of colonic oil-ether anresthesia is given at length, as 
the writer states that "there is not sufficient acq,uaintance with the modern 
methods .of..admillistration." 
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Part VIII, byR. J. McNeill Love, deals with the breast. A very clear 
account is given of the radical operation for carcinoma. 

Part IX is devoted to the thorax, and is divided into two sections: 
(1) Medical conditions, by H. Sleigh J ohnson, consisting of post-operative 
chest complications and artificial pneumothorax; and (2) surgery of the 
thorax, by T. Holmes Sellors, including the surgical treatment of pulmonary 
tuberculosis, acute empyema,. chronic empyema, tuberculous empyema, 
pulmonary embolism, intrathoracic tumours and bronchiectasis. 

Part X deals with the female genital organs. Section 1, Regional 
Gynrecology, is by J. Lyle Cameron ;Sectioll 2, Gynrecological Operations, 
by the same author; Section ,3, on Sterility, by S. Forsdyke; and Section 4, 
on the Ovary, by V. B. Green-Armytage. This is a· very comprehensive 
part consisting of 470 pages, and the subject is gone into in great 
detail. The operations are very clearly described with numerous excellent 
illustrations . 

. Part XI. by J. C. Ainsworth-Davis, deals with the urinary system and 
male generative organs. This is a long and very complete section of 430 
pages. 

Part XII is a most interesting and useful section on the symp~thetic 
nervous system, by A. Lawrence Abel-a most complete account, giving 
an excellent description of the anatomy and pathology, the sympathetic 
diseases of various organs and the surgical treatment. 

Part XIII deals with the adrenal gland. Section 1, the surgery of the 
adrenal gland, by L. R. Broster; and Section 2, the surgical pathology, by 
H. W. C. Vines. . 

Part XIV deals with injection therapy. Hernia is by St. GE)orge B. 
Delisle Gray ;hremorrhoids, by R. Simpson Harvey; hydrocele and vari
cocele, by Rodney Maingot; and varicose veins, by R. Simpson Harvey. 

It is a little surprising to see that the injection treatment of hernia is 
regarded as on the same basis as that of the other conditions. 

Part XV is on that most important subject, infections of the hand, 
and is excellently written by Hamilton Bailey. . 

Part XVI is on orthopredics, and written by Lt. J. D. Buxton. This is 
a slightly unusual but excellent arrangement and includes chapters on'acute 
osteomyelitis; acute arthritis and open fractures as well as deformitie~ of' 
the feet; disabilities of the knee-joint and muscle and tendon injuries. 
The part concludes with a short chapter on the Surgery of the peripheral 
nerves. , J. M. W . 
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